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nnHERE ate three fotts cfj^erfohB, Whoab* 
JL ^€Jnt theinfelves flro«n the ' epifcojjal pklcei 
wworfeip e^^lUhtd by publk authority in 
Etiglaiid; ^cotnm&tily, though 'i«ipr<yp6irly fleno- 
ttDua^d tHjj ^CAirr^A of England.^ The firft fort 
Wnfifts 'of tireligious p^rfona-, wio -reuounoe <^l 
/fc*/k? -oo&rjkip. The fecond is compofed of fuciir 
^ approve of what they fappofe the do<^rine dif-»> 
cipUne, 'andcdBftitutioii of the epifeoj)ay[ ehurch : 
l^t dJfiipproVe of the men ^ho bfficiatei in it ; 
^tU%r cjn . accouilt of theiir ikx^rifte or ptaiSfcice, or 
^h, which fhe^ think kre inooilipatlWe with the: 
^QTOittftioti <)f it. • We are noi: addreiSng our-" 
felv^" *o either df tliefe clafl^fts ; to their own ma- 
fter thfey iland or fall. The third fort do not 
Aiffent ttom the officers and members of the efta- 
Uifced chufch merfel%^ (to theni they wifh every 
felicity:) but they difjpprove of the cewsTiTif-- 
A a TioN 
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TiON ITSELF, and objeil againft all the princi- 
ples that fuppprt it, Thefe are.ftriftly (peaking, 
the only Nonconfo-rmifts or protejiant dijfenters 
in this kingdom ; they confift of the various 
deiioniinations of Baptiits-— *-Iude'5endents— — 

Trefbyterians and the people called Quakers ; 

and ali/ their congregations together in England 
and Wales amount to near two thoufand, fo that 
they becir ahent the proportion of a fifth to the epif- 
copaf chiucli. 

Whatever majj- be the worth of thofe aruments. 
by which the religion of theie-diffenters is govern- 
ed,, whether they be fophiftical, probably, or de- 
monftra-tive, it is beyond a doubt, they have ope- 
rated, and they continue to operate a firm, refolnte 
attachnaei^t, to nonconformity ; and it mufi needs 
te worth while tQ ipr^pofe them in all their fair 
extent to thje inqtiifitive yopih in our communi- 
ties, icp wfcom oiir firft wifli is .chriftianity, oui 
fecond nonbpnformity. We have no fecrets in 
«>ur religion; -and although the rigour of timeik 
liath formerly obliged us to teach it in comers, yet 
the tcuths t?tugbt tnerit the attention of all man- 
kind* h^mj of pur brethren have lamented thejn-. 
attentioi> xpf our youth to diiiVnting principles, and 
^ey attribute it to one or other of the threq fol- 
lowing caufes. I . It is ufual to imput^e the virtu- 
ous moderation of the ftate to the epifeopal chmc^h, 
and to account a diflent from fuch a mild church 
lefs necefliary now than formerly. The truth is, 
, irhat the church was at firft that it ftill continues. 
It retains the fame articles, the fame ceremonies, 
^e fain^ <:9urts^ officers, . ptijiciples^ and Canorfs, 
/. " " that 
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ilisct It lad all the time of Ite pfetfefcuting, and it 
irstfufess to t^pQni any of them. The ftate has re- 
ifccaixxed the operatioti of the ecicleiiafHcal fjftem 
<m: dafleaters : btrt the fyftem itfelf i^ the fame. 
The UtaAe tokratefs : btit the church does iK>t. Our 
youth .ihoold diftingiiilh thia. %. if^nttrnfanmlf 
IS unfa&iotiable anditi feme places through 7a<< 
rious cauieft) <K3iatefz^ible^ ind /aftiioft is^law t6 
too many young people. 3. Many pious mini- 
flers, all intent on inculcating the neceffity of be- 
ing &^0d> from fin and prunifii'mefit through faith 
in Chrift, off&it'thefe peculiar jA-inciples of di:^ent. 
W^e highly commend their ffeal : but, as all their 
laboms proceed on fuppofition of the truth of th^fe 
fiincipl^ , W prefume, they 4)Ught diligently td 
^eaoaafmoe asid! in^ulcaHe them. If our tniniil^rS'Skeg'^ 
left to teach thefe Irue ^grodivdsi of 'chri^an ac« 
ikm^ they ba^p^ i»oc Tight to ^xpe& of tfa^ir pMpte 
aay^.'Ofdier ^boa M <tf bpen apsftacy, 

Th^ atfe many mini*ft^rs amotlg ns, x^hb love 
•wwk, and are indilfeetit about wages; who are 
Snduftricms to diiFeinin'ate religious principles in 
Teaifbn anfl out of feafon ; ,whbfe Highefl happineifs 
is^-tfife 'itatreufe't)? *i^' iW'd'oni bf bur tedeeiner. 
^nhefe 'w6r*y difitif6refte(r feiVanis^ of <3^^^ are 
teo'tpfftentiipfiHed in tigirdto "166^, ;time, cir- 
isxifttftany^^, and fo bii: td wjfl is pr^febt with 
^ifetti; truthbW tb j)erFortn ttiat t^hidi they with, 
they fitid not. Tb them we huinbK- prelent the 
feltewing analyfi^, 'hbfing it may fecalitate their 
t|Sfleftiina.lion of their b^n nriiicit>les stmonc the 
j^dnthinthdr^eWbl^sl ' '•' ./'^' • ^ 

-'^'^ A3: We. 
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'Weihjtll have foppofed the good 'mJnJfter to 
have divided his congregation into three genend 
parts* . The firft is the church, properl v fo called. 
The fecond little childr^en to be catechized ; and 
the third, for whofe ihftrutSlion this analjdis is iri- 
^nded, CATECHV:MEgrs, confifting of perfons wait- 
ing to be admitted to church-fellowfhip, or of anj" 
others, ; who may chufe to be informed. 
.'•.■•. • * . ■ " ) 

•'"';■ \ 

The priuaitive chujch was compofed ofperijons 
^ofeffing feith and repentance. Where this pro^ 
feiSon was fincere it was the iffue of cool deliberate 
examination^ whidi neceffarily preceded it. While 
the extraor/dinary influences of the holy fpirit con* 
tinued during the firft age of the church, con^rer* 
iipnwisiufitially qwck. and people in very ihoifc 
ipaces were deUvei?ed from the^powarof datkneii; 
andtraxiflatediototbe kindom 6fGod*s dear fom 
After the the ceffation of extraordinary gifts, pri- 
. mitive chriflian minifters ufed an extraordinary 
method of inftruftion. Such ignorant people as 
defired to join chriftian churches were formed into 
fccieties, iegula^rly inilruifted by the minifteirs ; 
:and, at.^piope^: ijbte*\bfought forward to churc^ 
fellowffiip* . Thefe were called Catechumens^ and 
thfe revljjal of t^i? fta^ is preyioi^y neceffas^^ 
the ufe of fhe following le(ftur^..^"'i'hefe are 4 
T^nd of .church-fclxoQis,, more .folemn thaa private 
jconyerfatjon, and not fvibje<ft to the laws of pub-* 
Jic worffnp.; Here the p9.fl:or may* fimplify and 
Jfemiliariz^ atho^iifend, topics inadmiiJitbife J to. th^ 
^lilpit,, whicli j^et alFbeloiig to his office.; forhe i» 
the profejflTor of divinity mhis owii congregation ,„ 
^ \ aad. 
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iad flre'Jgmng of feftures dti iioifK^onfoHnitj^k (mi 
l)raDch*OT'hi8 yffio^;' ' , • ^ ' . ' . ') 

•:. , : •• •.: ,.' :' .; :'' r. •.;:•. . . '^ 

, Ilhall fuppofe the paftor, then,) tor^give ptiWid 
notice fome time in eack S^eniber ^i^iSt he -IhaH 
give a courie of lec9:ures on nonconformity in the 
enfuing winter — ^tbat the firfl: ledture will begin at 
fix in the evening of the fecond Wednefdaj in 
Oftobe: — that the fecond will be that day fortnight ; 
and fo on, once a fortnight; and, confequently, 
that the whole courfe, confifting of twelve lec- 
tures, will be finilhed about the middle of March 
— ^That all who choofe to attend fhall be admitted 
on giving in their names to the minifter — and that 
timeljr notice (hall be given of fuch a le<flure-room 
as will contain the company. What fmall expen- 
ces occur, for firing, candles, fervants, and fo on, . 
may eafily be difcharged by a proportionable fub^ 
fcription. * 

It would be impertinent to pretend to expatiate^ 
on the utility of fuch a fervice ; and more fo ta 
ofibr the following (ketch as a perfe<9: invariable 
model of it. We only mean to convey a clear 
notion of what we aim at in thefe le(9;ures. Moft 
of our paftors are far fuperior to the want of fuch 
helps; and, if no junior have any occafion for 
them, we flatter ourfelves they may not be unac- 
fieptahlertgf ftidl of our private youth as wifti to 
trace the^uibjecSfc, and have no tutor to guide them. 
Each of thefe Analyfes of ledures confifts of a 
given number of notes* Each note contains one 
ror more diftinft ideas, and each idea is fuffici- 
•at to fbnii a geriodj the whole conftituting a 

Icfturn^ 
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ka^^e, W}. Jkw»; »a«4^ half Wfloiiy; and half 
doiftrine. They elucidate eacfrotter^i H»d oon** 
conformity includes both. We ftiall fubjoin an 
icxaw^^ji a^ tbertod, feftbe patoaer't)f[4iCnfing 
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FIFTH EDITION. 



THIS IJttlfe piece wasi written, without atijr 
malevolent defigp,' afcout three Jrears ago. 
merely fop the ufe or a few a ffoGiated churches,' 
and, bj their defire, to avoid the trouble of tran- 
fcribiog, it was pripted ; hut it was not, Iken pt(b' 
lijhed, nor was it intend^ to be publifhed after- . 
wards, becaufe^ it was ' known to 6oniaIn fomef 
difagreeable truths, whifch are at ali times a cen- 
. fure; and ihe^efore a:l\iray9 an offence to fomd 
peo^e, and it wa»^ thought heedlefi to ofPend where 
there were' lio hope to referm. 

Bj fbme meanSf-unfcndWR'tia me,^ the book fell • 
into the hands of a certain noble peer, who tliought 
proper io Meatiou 'it iu a debait^ ia^ thehoufe of 

'-: ^^ ■- ^ : ' ' ■ - '-' •• 'loj;^^; 
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lords, and the dilTenters bill being juft tben de- 
pending in parliament, much was laid about it alfo 
in the houfe of commons. Thefe accidfents, and 
not any inclination of mine, publifhed this book 
-to the world. ' ' f 

During the fale of four editions I took no notice 
of anj thing tfiat was faid about it, an(l my filence 
proceeded /rom' a confcioufftefe that nothing was 
further from mj natural difpofition, nothing more 
oppofite to my religious principles, nothing more 
contrary to mj whole' Qbndu<3: through life than 
rancourous bigotry in matters of religion, and I 
thought I had'lbj^ij /ps^tSe&Im wtiting the book 
to diftinguifh between men and thitigs^ that no-. 
thing but wilful ignorance could impute fuch a dif- 
pofition to me. 

At length I judge it neceffary to fay a fevr, 
yoxds to ifuch as think thi^ littler ki^iqficiftit pmti>. 
phl^f of.,co^Teau^pc^' eupiigh ;to. 4efe«-ve their 
tenfjare,/. ai^ /I .divide l^^f^ kito two 

claiTes. \ ' .': • ♦ 

The farft confiifc of tJiofe, wl>9 have incoj'pota^ 
ted their ownKpaffionsjin^ J^ diriftian . [rejkion^ 
who, call ignoBa?icp^ IxJJ^^^,,! ^ndj^ecenc^ p^ado^iiir 
cenforioufiiefe and <ill tgpap^,ze^l:fgc :^u^h#, pride 
jf j)rleft'lipod; ej?priety^pi;pl^^^^^; f^i^jt^ pfe tJbe 
language of a prophet,^^^|{? ^r^^ ^ifp e»©»gU ih 
their awn eyes, and prudent enough in their oivn 
,^g^ttgaaJl'4ruii£r^^^nd/g^^ -- ' 

: T©^C5a«^2^^^a4i,)f^^^ J^j[ef^ 

daXj.'jma all the reft of this order, I owe no fer** 
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te, write no anfw^rs, and have nothing to faj, 
ttcept th^-t as . I never intended to offend them, 
lb I never mes^nt to pleafe them, and as I never 
■■noted a line for their ufe, fo I never inteaded to 
feriew oae* 

To liie other ;cla^ I turn with the moft profound 
cfteeiB, ai>d, as they have forae how miftaken 
njf meaning, I beg leave with all poffible dfefe- 
tence to fej a few wordii concerning the fnbje^^ 
tf which this book treat*, and the manner, in 
^liich it is here treated. 

Tie fub}e<9: of the book is tht conjlitntion of a 
chrijiian church. It is affirmed, that Chrift is the 
bead, believers the members, fcripturp hilhops and 
Jeaoone the only bfiicers, fcripture the law, and 
pure and undefiled religion the fole obje<3; of this 
community. How can this fubjeft be offenfive 
1o any dimitereiled chriftian ? 

The manner of treating It is by a ftatement of hif- [ 
loricaffaiSte, which ne^er were, nor ever can bede- . 
nied. Indeed thefe fa^s might have been narrated. 
yfiih aa accompany men t of foft words, that would, 
lave rendered them- le& glaring ; but then this 
Vould have been a hiftory, and not what it is now 
an analyfi?, an index of hiftory, opa kind of chap- 
ter of coxrtente. The tranflators.of the Bible have 
thought fit to put at the head of each dhapter a. 
brief fkejcb of its contents, and were thefe con- 
teats publiflied alt^ne they would appear fiill as 
lincourtjy as thig fyUabus. The truth is, foiiie of 
us are ugly fellows j, and no ftyle of painting can 
reconcile us to our own faces. 

Where 
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Where the truth of faAs catiimt be defniecT, and 
where the manner of ftating them is a matter of* 
comparative indifference, there will remain only 
one method of getting. rid of them, that is, by pre-* 
pretending to know tlie motives of the narrator ^ 
and by attributing to him the worfl:, that can be 
imagined. This is an exptedltious method, and 
fitted to all men, even to fuch as have.neither abi- * 
Hties nor virtue to qualify them for any Other ler- 
vice. This may be done without reading and 
without reafoning, it may be done while we make ^ 
good cheer, fmoke our pipes, or job in the ftocks ; 
though it cannot be done without extreme folly hy 
thof^, whofe caufe is plfeaded by. the boots they 
cenfiire, . , 

Although the truth of an hiftory doe^ Aot at 
all depend on the mp^ves of an hiftorian, nor tKe 
ftrength of an argument on the fpirit 6f him wlio 
urges it, and although my motives in writing this 
piece are too infignincant to merit the , attention of 
any man, yet I will fttain a pointy and honettljr 
declare, as far as I know my heart, and in the' 
fight of hiiii who f^arch^th it, '^^^-hat induced me 
to Compile this little piece. My tale ihall be plain 
and artlels, fuffice it at.prefent^ that it is tarue, 

1 have long obferved, and fnuch fenjoyed,, the 
felicity of ' being' a Briton* Great Britain is' the 
firil qpuntry in the Vorld, And th^ GbA bf nature 
hath ftored it wittevei^y thing that can maive 'iti 
inhabitants happ^r. Its infiilar fituafion, thfe 'i^x* 
tent and figure of its coafts) the iflatids that i\ir- 
ijoiHidit, hs iprings, waters^ and navigarbteriveri. 
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tls timbers, fruits, KetlM, corn, and all othet pro* 
du<%ions of its luxuriiant 'ibil, its immenf& trealures 
of earths, falts, foffila, liiiuerals, Hone, marble, 
and fu^l, its animals, wild :and taipe^ Socks» 
Jierds, hives, dairka, poultry, fi{herie9» deco^s^ 
the ftatelyhotfe^ and tHe hardy *afs, all miniftrmg 
to the fubUflence and pleafure of its inhabitaots. 
the ftature, genius, fecundity add longevity ^ ite 
natives, the , temperature of ijts ciUraate, in one 
word, the natural advan&ges of great Great" Bri- 
tain Tfendetr it, u^n thfe whodej th^ moil beautiful 
and defirable country in the world. The whole is 
I& rich ptefent, which rthe bounty of Provid^ce 
has b^^owed %pon ns;. . ^ 

. I bare obfervedk; "fni^ the ntmoft pleafure,, thie 
art anJd' i^duftty of ^y country inen aifiilmg na- 
ture. >: Agriculture, architefturie,. navigation , com* 
fnerce, literature, arts, fciences, in endleis varie- 
ties give grace and elegance to thii lovely ifland. 
JWTho can behold cities.full of inhabitants, artifts 
Und jnanufadlurers employed in thoufitnda, ftipps 
thronged with cuflsomers, warehoufes full el* Aoreg 
and goods, markets and fairs expofin'g jdenty >d.t 
our doors, roads^,^ rivers, fields, villages, minesi 
and fea-ports all alive ; I aft, who can behold all 
thefe in his native ipot, and not exclaim, may mf 
tCQuritrjr floikifli to the end of time 4 

•^T^ "^ ' ■ ' I . I I . *■ 

. ' . / . t . ' ; ' ' ' '' -^ \ ^ ' ' ''''-' 

, ; , I hav^r^ceiyed an addition to ,my J)l€afure, by 
«lMlerfl;anding, tlpat ajl .the natural and iirtificial 
aiiviMatages .of jGfreat Britiiin aife , capable, of Igteat 
iitiproveitjent,^ and I have bfeen happy to fee evetj^ 
irear i^^ advances towfurds Bat^nal ^pflfe^io;^ 

Th^ 
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Tke fonmng new Ibcieties (ox improvement, tfic 
invention of new machines for facilitating labour^ 
theinolofing ofwaftes, the making of*roack, fcou-^ 
ring rivai^i cutting canals^ drainmg fens, plant-*^ 
ing timber, importing Ibreiga arts, books, grains, 
gimTes, animals, allthefe, and a tfaoufand other 
amendinentd aixi inrentiona, convince iis that we 
%Te toot yet arrived at our zenith^ and open a fu« 
tore jtfofpedl of rational pleaibre and joj. 

Mr pl^fiire has' been inerea^, bjr obferviiig 
tlie happy eonititlrtion of our government. Our 
HihEed monarchy eodtaitis all the exdelieneies, and 
provides againf): the evils of the three forts of go« 
vemment; of which it is compounded. It is, m- 
deed, a huQian eompoi&tiW, and thdnsfene, like 
every other human produftioa, impetfeA, and lla* 
iie to degesnerate. Its excelleoM does not Ue in 
any one of its component pacts, but in a nice 
^on o/ tbe three, whi^h union is iiien perfe^ 
Whea it- prevents any one from pn^nderating^ 
ti|d rendering Ae oUier two fiibfervient to itfelfi 
Whatev^ir may be' my pavale^imon eobc^min^ 
ihe pfef^t inetifiialion of tib^ balance^ I havQ fiui 
&iC4lih^ oia the (vbj^ in this book. » 

My pleaflitchjls ^Ifei^ hiehe? ftSl, by obfervmg 
what innumerable benefits now &cm both the jti* 
ftice and the generofity of this happy kingdcmA 
Wechmve a fyUemorbiW'ftiiiver&Hy adiiii»i»btfed« 
that hbkl&4he lif^,- liberty, isuidproDdrty of eveiy 
indbd^ifat ^km^, and «i km^ tsain bt wetK ^xmtriv^ 
H^and effie^iv^ chasities, contiftb^ 0f fehook> 
ko%kaiSi ,pubHc pr<)V^ons foraU th4 weals and 

all 



FIFTH EDITION. kw 

akll llie maladieS) %o which maokinfl in the feiy&ti^' 
Aages of Jife axe txipoftd» To crowa %\]^ the reli-i 
gioQ of otur conatrjr h chnftianit/, the l^.faeft^lft 
of God to man. AU thefe ad ventageft put toget^r, 
a6Foid so abuh^aaee of felicttj^ fimdait to fatiatt 
the moft btneirolent ibol ; aaid» whedier it be ig-»- 
ncn^ance or hnpwlcd^, vwhie or Yic«^ leligioa or 
entbiifiafniy certai^i 1 am» obferving tbefeadvan-- 
tages of the land of mj nlitiyttj has pvenxnt inex-^ 
^reiiifale pteafurei and has made Briftatn appear a. 

Cradife tf> met Who that loves his fpecies caa 
Ip fomiing tht itxoSt ardent wifhes for the profpe- 
rity of this coxintty} Who canJlelp fityiog, S^e^! 
Jtd is he tJu^K bkjkth tke^, and curfed is ht thai ' 
€iurfUk fheAf . . 

Whoever indulges a pleafure arifing from thefe 
#e)ar(ideiaiti6nH» wm Snd it interrupted by a \iiii- 
rerlal compl^nt of the general infidelitjr and pro* 
Aigacy of tbc inhabitants of this happy dime. It 
IS not a murmur i^Tui^g from the cell of a rigid 
monkv or an erplofion of the fierce rs^e of an en-r 
enthufiaft ; it is the fad and fober remonftrance of 
all the wifeft and beft .men in the kingdom/and it 
h fuppcMPted by proofs}) alas 1 too glaring and noto^ 
lious. 

After we havfe tnade as many conceffidas to the . 
frailty of human nature as. the^ teadereft parent 
would malce to the follies of his children, toid af- 
ter we have given all the merits that an excels of 
candour can defire, to the virtues of our country-^ 
men, we are. obliged to confefc* that we abound , 
with impiety and immorality. Atheifm, Deifm, 

infidelity. 
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itifiddity iti^a tboufand forms, dninkenneisy de- 
bauchery ^ Swearing, piofanbtlon of tiie Lord's daji. 
irariegated frauds, and bbundleis hmiry in ten thou- 
iknd fhapes, difgrace this cotiiitty; .and thefe^are^ 
itot connned to the low and ilHterat^ but they pro- 
ikne ull rai^s and degrees :amotig us. fboiminea 
bounty eleftian, obferveacity-feaft, or a country 
wake^ walk through public places of bufinefs t>r 
pleafure, aittend the courts of juiHce and liften* 
to the caufes trying there, peep into hoipitals and? 
jails, fee the navy, and the army, in a word, be-' 
hold the whole body politic,>andfaehoid, in the lan-^ 
rulige of a prophet, 'a^nful^nation^ a people iadem 
it>iVA iniquity^ ji^ xfud .oJ\evil doirs^^fQrfuking the 
Lord, and provoking the holy one ofJ/rael ta 
anger^ 



Two thingsrhave here made forcible impreffion*. 
«n my mind, Firii, it is certain, that chriftianity 
iii> a religion fo good in itfelf, fo admirably adapted 
fo the wants and juft wifhes of mankind, io plain? 
to the meaneft capacity, and fo clear and irrefifti-c 
blein its evidences of divinity, that it is not capa- 
ble of any improvement, it is, like all the other 
works of God, perfed and entire, and 'wanting 
Tiothivgy commendbig itfelf to every man s confai'^ 
ence^n the fight of God. Yet, fecondl^, it is 
•qnally. clear, that the precepts of this reK^oa are 
not {»:a<^fed by the bidfc of us, that its beauty ia 
not feen,^.and that its evidences make few or no 
impreiHons on crur minds* A queftion, then, na- 
turally arifes, what is the caufe of this imiverfal 
4a£kne& aixiidit fuch a profuiion of light ? 

'..- \ ' " ■ U^ 
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li does not prbeeed hrom ^ Scarcity of teacha»» 
Our fefaools hav^e mafter$, our umverllties hay« 
ttitor9» our hol»ltfy domeftie cb^ptaioi^, ouc pa^ 
riflnes piiefb^- our .inus of courts our. r^imeat^ 
ihipa,, ho^t9d&» aiDd.ja»ki .}me pf^a^fs^ cfaapi^ 
Isuns^ or ordinajries, all d^vqfled froii^ tbeir eaclieft 
youth to the fervice.of reUgion* all: adnesM witk 
a view to diffiife the knowied^ of ohriiUamt/, aA 
fiieed fromfecular.eoibploymef^i aod {Mrofeffii^ tp . 
teach and exempbfjr tb^ prmcip^ aad pa^teA of 

f • • ' , • I . • . - ' ' 

It does not' 'pRfceed from^dr/bEvet^ pf jppx^ii^ , 
ferofir i^ijbu^rs^ fdr hefid# the immenie iakricf 
pdud to icMe» and the abutidaaaise^of install dues to 
ally, the mribole produce of the ^rou^d, except in a 
ffew cafes^ ]8 ,€7erf tenth.jear ajfo^ted them. Jew* 
mi chriftiaris^pe^Hfts andprateftsa&ts^ copfoirmiiU 
offil noiioonfoirmife pQ(y tibK»il iluure. ; ^ . 

It is iffap^fSSfis, '^ Ae -^e 'kfus^;fx^' deny the 
wicked^ <5ffhis'nai«ofn,^fc*,' we are dailr tolrf, 
that the piiftfenf calamitotw ^ar, the ^mnof tmdd, 
the increafe of taxes^, the many, very many ilb, . 
under which we groan, am all punifhments of our 
flns; hence* general fails, and faft- feirmons, 2kid 
m every pnlpi€ cataTogues'bf chriines to be repented 
ofj and fbVbornf. - ' On the other band, it is impojp- 
fible to d^ny,.that national wickednefs k the efeft. 
of a caufe, and . that' there is a great fault fome-t 
■where. ^ 

I ventured to, fuppqfe, that this fault lay^ not 
ia tlie clergy, but in the conflitution of that church, ; 

which 'i 
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ifribich they are refained to fupport. I eximined 
fte dodrines taaight by Jeius Chfift on the mounts 
3md bomplired them with thethiTtjr-nine articles of 
4^ith ; I read the diibouries deliverol hj Jefiit 
tShrift at the ordination ' of his. twelve apoftlofl'and 
Seventy difoi^^, and, having, done jullice to tixt 
Jhlgedt !yy k«ving out the eictraordinary, and re- 
taining only the otdinewy parts, I compared this 
with the book of«coniecration, and orderii^ of 
priefts and deaooo^v' and t(> very fcrupnlous was I 
in making this contrail, that t procured <^ a par* 
ticular friend that very 'edition* of the book to 
^rhicK*he^t^tigy fubfcfibe, and whkh' b Ifo. ex- 
feeifarfyj fear W, that few id the kingdom hasnefeea 
it/ t compared the bthefi difconrfivs of Chrifl: and 
-his Apoftks with the t>^o books of hcnnilies., I 
icoUe<ited the Lord* s^^ prayer,. and theoflier prayers v 
t)fferiptnr« tpgeAer, and compared them wifliitibe 
liturgy. I coittfia^d tk<} rul^of eccldiaiibkalJacto> 
tion laid d wn in the new Teftament with the ca- 
,Dbns of thft c^«r!d|,f th^^nemper; r^qa^ difpofitioa oF 
Chtift- with>^^e^ 'temper and .4^rit of th^fe lawi^* 
Ia.Qnew/>^ I compaced the, gofpel according to 
the four evang^lifts, with the. goip^l according, to 
the epifeopal reformers,vandl founds ox thouglvt 
I found, an admirable fitnefe in the firii to anfwer. 
the ends of Chrift's coming into the world, that is, 
to make men wife and gopd^ .^d confequeutly aa .. 
.,"Ui;ifi4;ne& inlhe.ls^ . ' ^ •,]'■?. .^^ . ' -. 

My conviilidn increafed, by comparmg tHe^hif- - 
•• Sec the thirty-{ixth''art'clc - of .re^ligioa; ' intitfcd; Of 
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tory of Ae gofpe>, according ;ta the- four evto^er^ 
li&s^ as recorded in the .%&^ of tbe a^wAI^, witb 
tbe hiftor^ of the gofpl acdordiag to.CraHiQer^ j^ 
recorded m all bur hiftonaiv^' apd» froai tt^ wholes 
I could aot help conckidiog; that were^hriftianitjr 
propofed now to Briton^ aft it/nrere then to Greeks 
and RoixianSy it would produce as good effe&s^ 
becauie we have as much good ien(b as they, and 
it would produce no oommotioon and allow^ . per* 
fecutions, becaufe we havQ bett^r.notions; of civil 
and religious liberty . thaa they had. I verily be? 
lieve, it is notreal» but difgonfed chiiftianity, diat 
is the obje& of the fufpidon, 4Qu})t^ aad ridici^ 
of inEdels* . v 

Whenever. we talk of reformation » though 'vre 
detail a fpiritof perfecutibn, and propofe no nieans 
but reafon» :axgumi5nt>' and e»mjie^;yet,fiwne 
"menu's- heads i (ijba:ijLtIy fwjyrni. with' i^Qtious. of 
anarchy , ^onfufiona, convullipns of churt^i and 
/late, flyrmifbes and bal;tles,. an,d wounds and pri- 
ibns, fire and Uobdj . They take fright, talKi^fild- 
ly, and, with artifice truly Ibphiftical, fet up a- 
cry, treafon, fedition, tepublicanifm, error, herely^ . 
fehifmj all gufliing out, and .threatening to over* 
flow', and oarry away, mouarcby, univprfjties, li- 
terature,, candour,, indulgence,, tpleratiou, anil re- 
ligioQ, and , vet <?od. knows ihpre is DOt on^ word 
of ^rz^A.inallthis.. r • • ,^ . v» 

Let us iuppofe a «aie. J " iiiiagin^ fome idle 
retired man, when the'pariih officers 'call for rate, 
to caft bis eyes om their accounts,.' and to perceire 
%o ihiilings' charged for Aviafhipg ite JprieftV^fmr 
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plice fern time* in tWeyear. Suppofe him to fiy^ 
' t& tfaem^ GefCrtl^mfea,^ thcte «rc tea tliotrfaTid pari-. 
fees in EaglaaA, -at itbtg rate 'we paj tea thoufaod' 
p«)^n!dfi'ii.nniKUiy.for iittOikig fto^UcM*, aiid th€^ 
are rtiatriy ^^th^i**® cl^titobefer andchiipcfe,' many 
ijathedtalfi awi cfthe» ch^te brfdnging to hofpitals, 
ichool9, atid io o^>^ which may be laid at leail at 
& third j)an of ihe ibove fum, Surplice-M^fhing, 
then, oofts the n^ion abo^etiiirteeii thiouiand a 
ye^. I fay notblhg bf thitee p^tinds for aiiew ond 
every ktea years j. but I do think Ae whole- 
mone/ might be bdttear esnplbyedr and the leligioti 
(^^Jeikft Chrift feSertao '^ms^e. .JSuppofe thig - 
calculator, a bigot or a madman^ it is ihocking to - 
fnppofe him on this account an enemy to candour 

;' A^cfirffcrt'dignfta^y of th^^'e^lfcopal chnreh, tbt 
wh6m 1 {Kail iltirays eriterkin the hl^ regard, 
once 'did 'ttfe the h6hour t'6 hikrhty on fvippbtttidxi 
he and ihatf bfedsf atppomted'by bonfirmtfts' ^t^ 
honcotiformifts to' reconcile *dii!%reflces, ctnd: tb 
^nii a bond of union to incorporate the twti bodies- 
iftto one; what ^ft^ilratl6ns th the prefent conftitu* 
troii I would wifh, and^vhat tetms' I would pro^- 
'p6ff. ' ^ replied/ I would bte lekVe, bef5re I'enr- 
l6t^d:6)i ^ny partfct^aVsr,- to little chepfelnninary^ 
^tide.^Hh'hiilT,4hat^as'tficraor^ne of hnpofi^ - 
tion. To this be inftantly acceded; as indeed 
every man of fenfe muft, for, if any thing in na- 
ture bfe cleat, thfe isi^ one' ehrifthtn otVght dot t6 - 
impofe his 'religious prmctpleff-and modes of*w<:ir^ 
^ip on another- Eadv otigbt^ to leave attother hi 
pl^tfedion^ctf thl>.4ai^e4iberty bf thiniiag and aft* - 

ing:,. 
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log, wbich he himfelf enjoys. This preliminary 
fettled, I took the liberty to (ay, I have nothing^ 
more to add, for by this one article, the whole is ef-' 
feSed, and effefted, O rriarvellous ! in an alcove in 
a garden, without blood or blows or angry words* 

This juft principle would operate to enfranchife. 
every parifh in Britain, for each congregation, would 
choofe its own minifter, inftead of fapporting one 
iinpofed by a patron. Each miniAer would form 
and adopt principlea of his own, inilead of fub- 
fiuibing ^a creed impofed on him by others. If 
people thought prieftar and prayer-books, and fur-% 
plices and cerenioiriesi neceffary to reiigibn, they 
tvould fupport them by their own methods, in« 
ftescfi^of obliging others to maintain a litual, from 
iv^hich they derive no benefit. In a word, the 
>vhole nation would be put in poffeffion of religious 
liberty, and inftead of leaving religion ijo the cara 
of a few, we Ihoiild,. probably, eachiei'toyne. the 
matter, and take care of himielf, and this lihouM 
eatt virtue, if not dbriftian. piety,- - .. r 

The revferend prependary of Win0heft.er, wh# 
thought fit to animadvert on this book in a feriea 
of letters addreffed to his Lord Biihpp of Londpn* 
acknowledges the want of fome revifion, and re- 
formation, and in this he fj[>ea[ks^ the' lafiguage of 
all coniiderate inembens of his cpmmusaity : but ' 
the fubjefts to be reviftd J^re the articles, and the 
liturgy, not the point, the great point, bbligious 
J/IBBRXY, on .which all the conjtroverfy turns. W^ 
objedl agfiinft ^cQUfiitutiony and we, are anfwered 
by ehco*»ifcHOs.Pa th^ qj^^ers, w.lio ^iftipift^K i^ 
I.. .: * ' ^ a 
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a dignified dergjman could tiot fay lefi> aod a& 
prudent biihop woald not wifh for more. 

: Wheft I wrote this book» I bad no other defiga 
than ikat of convincing the young people in our 
nonconformift churches of the nature, worth and 
impoTtaitce of primitive chriftianity ; being fuTly 
perfuaded that feavealed religion can never be pro- 
posed more wifely, or wifli more probability of 
fiaccefg, than in the unadorned, fimple manner, ia 
which it was pcopofed feit firft, and by which ifc 
iubdued fo many imdeiibindin^ tb the obedienccr 
ef faith. . .The<>b}e^ of m^ contelnplatiou were 
truth and error, chriftianity in the handofChrift^ 
and chriftianity in the bands of modem teachers' ; 
but as for rancour againft the perfons of any men^ 
or any order of men, I always was, and am yet a 
happy ftranger to the feeling. Captivity of con-* 
felence is the only obie6J: of mv complaint, the li-* 
^ration of it the fole obje(9: of my atteaition* 

Iflfuppofed fome prehtes wonM be puniftrei 
at the laft day, I fuppofe thefe prelates bloody per- 
fectfto^, and do we not alla^itn, that apeiferu- 
Ibr is a criniinal, and will be punifhed, whether it 
te a tradefman, a juSiee of peace or a prelate ? 

It would be endlefe to anfwer quibbles tipoTt 
Words. , It is afaA, that the prefiice, the clote or"^ 
the fi^h leftnre, and, in bfi«f, the whole boak 
diftinguifhes persons from things agreeably to 
the quotation from Biihop BuTuet in the title page$ 
and j it is eqally true, that if I had tlie whole epif* 
aopal ohufohi yea the wh^le pa^l GOiiUtt)uiity aa 
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much at my difpofal as the moft abfolute tjrant 
ever had hb flaves, I would not deprive them by 
farce of one article of faith, or one ceremony ot 
worfliip; I would only oblige them to leperate 
religion from civil and feCular affairs, in order to 
make all mankind as free as Chriil intended the/ 
fliould be. I would not mbdel a church to ferve a 
ftate : but I ils^ould eftabliih a ftate on wife and 
virtuous principles, and leave a fupematural reli- 
gion to fupport itfelf. If prophecies and miracles^ 
if the goodnefi of the dodlrine and lives of the 
founders of chriftianity cannot maintain the credit 
of revelation ) Alas ! what can pomp and power do? 
J[fmen believe not Mqfesand the prophets^ nei^ 
ther would thej be perjuaded if one rye from thd 
dead. 
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LECTURE, t 

^ Tfir doBrine of free religious inqmrj JlaUi 
explained wid vindicated* 

INTRODUCTION, 

DAVID entertained a juft and beauti- 
ful idea of religion, when he called it 
inquiring in JekavaK's temple — thb phrafe im- 
plies two things — J. A right of inquiry in 
the people — a. A fufficicncy in revelation 
to anfwer inquiries. 

S T^ TED. 

Inquiry is interrogation — examination--* 
fearch— difquifition — inveftigation. 

Religious inquiry is examination of all 
fubjecls that belong to religion — as — na- 
ture and worfhip of God moral obli- 
gations of men *— truth of revelation int 
general — and the meaning of eacli part of 

it 

Free religious inquiry is examination un- 
controlled by human authority — by our own 
paffions and prejudices — bt popular cuftoms 

•—fAdMXONS*— MAXIMS. 

B EX- 
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EXPLAINED, 

The moft free religious inquiry is nccef- 
farily limitod by the nature of things — ^— 
NATURE and revelation exhibit fubjefts to 

' be examined some fubjeds are beyqnd 

our capacities, and a fearch into them (is 
vain^— OTHERS are comprehenfible without 
revelation-:- 6r with it — and others again 
are revealed in their truth : but not in their 

mode of exiftence. Inquiry, therefore, , 

\ is then free when it poflcffes a liberty of 

t proceeding as far as the reafon and iitnefs of 

things allow, 

VINDICATED. 

1. Every intelligent creature is capaci- 
', tated for it — gqod men are peculiarly fitted 

for it — THE higheft infpiration does not ex- 
clude it— Heaven exhibits the noblelt ex* 
ercifeofit. 

2. It is eflential to religion. — CoNsroEit 
the nature of God — man — vice— —virtus 
—REVELATION ^Written or preached — gra- 
ces of a chriftian, as faith — rspentancs— • 

—HUMILITY zeal. 

. 3. It is exprefly commanded -by Jefus 
Chrift — His prophets — and apoftles. 

4. It injures no civil rights. — -^Observr 

the three grand articles implied in it — ths 

' fole 
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fole dominion of Chrift— the right of pri-^ 
vate judgrtient-~ENTiRE liberty of confci* 
eoce allowed by an univerfal toleration.— 
MBiTHER of thefe intefexeswith fecuUr things 
• — ALL ennoble fociety — and enrich and ag- 
grandize a natiof].. 

I L L U S T R.A TE D.- 

Contrail the countries v^here it is fupr- 
pre fled with thofe where it is cheriflied-— 
THE times in our own country when it has 
been deprefled with thofe in which it^ has 
been enconraged- — —the meannefs and mi- 
fery of thofe, who do not claim it, with, the 
dignity and felicity of thofe who do — in pro- 

fpirity ADVERSITY-— AFFLICTION— -PERSE-* 

CUTION — DEATH ^JUOGMENT^ 

Finifli BY applauding the worlhip of 

our churches, confifting of free piiayer — - 
FR€E and frequent preaching — free debate 
— free pfalmody — free joining a church—. 

EREE difmiflion all tending to nourifh 

free inquiry— which human eftablifhment« 
. — CUMBERSOME rituals — AND penal fan£iionft 

drop and deprefs. Praise the liberal men 

of all denominations, who have claimed and 

exercifed k in ftates-- schools* ^ and 

churches — and have loft civil liberty— -pro- 
FERTY — AND Hfc for dofng fo. 

B a . LEa 
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f LECTURE II. 

7h€ Hiflory of- the Riformation. 
' INTRODUCTION, 

MOSES in the viii. of DeutCTonotny fur- 
nifheth us with two general notions. 
— -1. The doftrine of providence.— -a. The 

benefits of inveftigating it. ^Thkse were 

properly addreffed to a people juft freed 

from defpotifm and they are fo to us, 

whom the reformation hath placed in (imilar 
circumftances— r WE are come out of Egypt 
•—BUT not yet arrived at the promifed land* 

The flate of religion at the acceffidn of 
Henry VIIL naturally excited prejudices in 
our anceftonagainft it~-A$ the claims and 
condition of the bead of the church, th^ 
pope— —-THE do&rines preached-r—THj& law* 
of church government— THE ceremonies of 

WOrfllip— THE pomp— POWER— TYRANNY 

•—AND temper of prelates-— the lives of the 
clergy -—IMMORAHTJE* of religious orders 
— ignorance and mifery of the populace^ 
&c. 

The hiftory of the corruption of natural 

religion and of thac of the Jews^ ■■ » 

ALONG with prophecies of the new teftament 

STRENTH- 
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— -sTREMCTHEMED thofc prejudices againft 
ibe papal community. 

Several events coincided— literature re- 
vived — PRINTING was invented.^ — Francis I. 
Henry VIII. and Charles V. purAied mca- 
fures, which emboldened enquirers— Henry . 
quarrelled with the Pope — universities fa- 
voured him. 

Henry's reformation alterted the ^^rm t)f 

popery but did not remove the grand 

principle of it, human authority in matters 
of religion— —TBE aft of fupremacy lodged 
the fame power in the« crown, that had 
been vetted in the pope. — In virtue of this 
power the king exercifed ecclefiaftical le- 

giflation and jurifdiftion appointed by 

commiflion articles of religious doftrine 
— and praftice for the nation--—- and fup- 

ported them by penal fanftions refor-^ 

mation went backward in the clofe of his 
reign. 

The reformeirs in thfe reign of Edward Vr.f 
retained the doftrine of royal fupremacy— 
THEY availed themfelves of his minority—* 
AND youth— PUT out two fervice-books— • 
intended a third— ^AND might have put out 
a thoufand on th^ fame principles— they fa- 
crificed the rights of all the nation to a fan-t 
cied prerogative of a boy* 

At Q, Mary's acceffion popery was re- 
B 2 ftored 
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ftpred-*- rouR hun dr£i> proteftants burfii-*- 
OR murdered — multitudes fled — the great- 
eft number fettled at Franckfort-—- and wor* 
Ihipped God without the EngUfh fervice* 
book.-^— -Dr. Cox difturbed their wprfhip 
-^/^ALLED with<the magiftrates*— ooT thofc 
baniOied, who had purified religion from 

})opi{h ce];emonie$ — ^introduced the £ng« 
iih liturgy atid govermem — -Jt^D was the 
caufe ,of the feparation.— -Calvin and otbers 
were applied to —they cenfured the book 
--^ANi^the violence of thofe, who impofed 
it. ' 

Queen Elizabeth's reigning paflion was 

love of defpotifm her means ofobtaia- 

ing it were full of duplicity — treachery-?- 
And cruelty. — ^she made religion an engine 
of government — and framed the Englifti 
cpilcopal corporation fo as to ferve her ar- 
bitrary plan of governing.— she obtained 
an abfolute fupremacy — her bifliops a£ied 
under it*-y SHE impofed articles**- cerimo* 
jf ies — oaths —-penalties.— &c.~ano laid 
the foundation of epifcopal uniformity in 
the biood of the puritans with unpardona* 
We cruelty. 

Finift ■ BY contrafting the charafttrs 
of her bifliops with thofe of Fox 

COVBRDALE— ---KNOX------CARTWRlOHT«----~ 

AMD 
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AND Other puritans-— AND compare the 
manner of framing the epifcopal church 
ivith that of conftitttting priipkiv^ churches 
by the apoftles. 
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LECTURE, m. 

J general viett of ^ueen EliztAetk's ckurd, 
INTRODUCTION. 

REVEALED religion always gloried 
in a public expofure. Mos£s pub- 

liihed his miflion in the moft learned — and 
inquifitive— COURT tlien in the world — ^The 
prophets did not preach in dark places of 

the earth ^they reproached pagan priefts 

for peeping and muttering in obfcurity. — 

Jesus Christ taught no fecrets he coin«» 

manded his apofties to pnbliflihis eofpel on 
the houfe-tops — and. they obeyedhim drift- 

ly. Truth gains by expofure and if 

filent acquiefcence were efieritial to prelati* 
cal fafety it would be a violent prejudice 
againft it — one knows not what to make of 
the inconfiftency of this dhurch — it pub- 
lifhes laws — books — &c. — and feems to 
challenge examination. — ai4» yet it publifhet 
other laws — and other books — to prohibit 
examination. — we ftiall go by the former-— 
AND place it in feveral points of light to ob- 
tain a juft notioD of it« 

I. VIEW. 
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h VIEW. ••■ ■'•■. :. . 

The fyftem acquires no repatatioh from 
ihe times in which it was formed — nor from 
the perfons — who formed it. ■■ Neither 
Harry— nor Elizabeth — had any piety — 
jaoR one found notion of civil government. 
-^Thby were only neceffary to the reforma- 
tion as they were lefs tyrants than the pope. 
—Statesmen facrificed religion to fave the 
nation.— Prelates where chofen for fecu- 
lar purpofes. — and all perfons — and events 

-WERE direftcd to- crown ufes. There 

was very little learning — less deliberate mo- 
de ration-^ amo no philaatbropby— M^ *iiy of 
theoiailL 

. II. V I E W. 

Prclatical hierachy is not fefeOT.---iT is 
Qo part of moral philofophy, which is na- 
tural religion— Nojfi of the plan of redcmp^ 

tion, which is revealed religion it is a 

dire 61 violation of both — peopbe in the com- 
muni-ry may think themfelves religious— as 
the deformed think themfelves handfome — 
OR tlicy may be religious — as trees may be 
accidentally fruitful in an unfriendly fojl— 
BUT the conftitution itfeFf is not religion— 
NOR calculated to promote it — not faith— 
won repentange, &c. 

III. VIEW, 
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III. VIEW. 

The hierachy confidered as a corpora- 
tion is unconllitutional. — its creed's — ^awi> 
canons — and rules of government— are a 
kind of bye laws — which are unconftituti- 
onal when they violate the firft allowed priti- 
ciplcs of government. — Charters — PATEitr^ 
— AND monopolies — flowing from regal pre- 
rogative — are fo far illegal — a$ they injure ' 
fociety at large. 

IV. VIEW. 

Prelacy as a fyfi^m ofgweming is unfouncl 
at heart,- — In alt good governments— ^th« 
people are the origin of power— but the peer- 
pie have ho authority here. ■ ■ T he parlia* 
ment, that authenticated the hieranrhical fy*: 

ftem exceeded their powers the people 

could not commit — nor did they commit the 
choice of a religion to them— and had they 
clefted them for that purpofe — they could: 

not conftitutionally bind their fucceffors^ . 

AND they might as well have dated pur taxejt 

to the end of the world^ — as our religion u^^ 

Prelacy has always thriven moft under ar-* 
bitrary princes— a*id difcovcred one unU 
form invariable attachment to dominion ov^r 
confcience. ^ i 

V. VIEV^T ' 
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V. V I E W. 

An cftabliflied hierachy is baneful to feflra- 
h^ — ESPECIALLY found critical religieus li- 
terature.-— A given fenfe of fcripture — xm- 
posBi> by oath — ONjuniors — precludes free 
inquiry, the foul of learning — ^and poifons 
education at the fpring-bead— accordingly 
the fcriptures fink into difrepute.— — Divi- 

NiTT is no fcience at univerfitics, Clas- 

sicKS*— AND mathematicks— are all in all— • 
Th£ii£ is nothing to find out in religion — 
THIRTY nine articles tell all There is no- 
thing to improve — for to fwear not to en- 
deavour to alter — is to give up the idea of 
improvjetnent. — ^There is nothing to defend 
— ^TH* fward does that.- — ^No ufe of reafon 

' — ARGUMENT*— PERSUASION FOR the pCOple 

Were ail made chriftians at baptrfm. 
VL V 1 E W. 

The epifcopal eftablifhment may be view- 
ed as falling in— or rather out — with the ge- 
nerous plan of redemption — to be commu- 

fiicated by preaching ^The plan was laid to 

make all men fee the manifold wifdom of 

God BY preaching the unfearcTiable riches 

of Chrift -BUT this lyftem drives fome 

iway from public worfhip— fatigues others 

unmeaning— 
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unmeaning — ceremonies — lsaves but a few 
minutes for preaching — employs them but 
feldom — AND then devotes them to a' rapid 
declamation — in favour of a dry morality 
—a dream to amule-^'or a drug to ftupify. 

VIL VIEW. 

ConGder epifcopacy as it affefts property. 
—Calculate the charge of introducing 

SUPPORTING ADORNING EMPLOYING it. 

It is an enormous tax imposbd on indu- 

ftry TO empower a few individuals ^to 

create others like themfelves— to fign a few 
ufelefs papers — to loll in indolence — ^tq riot 
in luxury-— —AND to defeat among lords — 
what liberal a61s for religious liberty are 
Supported by commons. 

VlIU VIEW. 

Prelacy hurts morality. Morality is 

either fupported by perfonal principles—— 
but this fyftem is formed forthedeftruftion 
of principles — OR-by imitation of bright ex- 
amples— but alas ! how few fuch have we 
ever heard of — and how are prevaricationt 

—HYPOCRISY— F0RMAL1T\ BIGOTRY, <&C« 

propagated by it. . 

Finifli — BY placing prelates— and people 
— BB^oKE th^ judge of tjbe whole carib at 

the 
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the laft day*— -Represent the gloriaus re- 
deemer exhibiting his faithful fcrvants 
WHt>M prelacy ruined for claiming their na- 
tural — a'Ud religious rights— amd faying to 
thefe holy tyrants — these had meat— drink 
and habitations— —BUT ye reduced them to 

hunger— —thirft and banifhment. 1 gave 

them cloathing — but ye ftripped them na- 
ked.— THEY had health — and liberty from 

me SICKNESS and imprifodment from. 

you. — ^Depart* 
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LECTURE. TV. 

7%e Mfiory of Puritanifm during the reign 
of James L ^ 

JAMES I. was weak in his intelle£ls — 
PRO?AN£ in his life— despotical in his 
government.—— He pretended to learning 
— AND religion — But was deftitute of both 
— AND was an ignorant— contemptible ty- 
rant,— He came bad out of Scotland — and 
Engliih biQiops made him worfe. — — Hb was 
the author of all the calamities of his fon*s 
reign— and has been the fcorn of every: im- 
partial writer fince. 

James's bifhops were fit tools for fuch a 

tyrant.-* WniTcirT was bad — Bancroft 

worfe Laud the worft of all, — ^Thc 

lefs defpotical were equally contemptible 
for countenancing their inhuman church-po 

licy. ^Prelacy naturally friendly to po- 

piery and tyranny, 

Puritans were of four forts— !• Doc* 
trinal — -zealoufly attached to Calvinifm* 
^*— 2. Practical — of fevere morals. — 3, Dis- 
ciplinarian — aiming to make fcripture the 
arule of reformatioxu— 4* Politicait endea* 

vottring^ 



( H ) 

votfring to abridge prerogativiCj and extend 
popular liberty. 

The third fort of Puritans were divided 
.into Prefbyterians — Brown ists — Indepen*» 
DENTS — Baptists, &c. — Some bad formed 
churches^of their own — others hoped for 
a comprehenfion in tbe epifcopal church-^ 
AND employed all peaceable— and conftitu^^ 
uonal means of obtaining it.-— All wercperr 
fecuted for one— —and that the unpardomhU 
fn in the eyes of a Defpot, denying that the 
king's vnll was a nations lata. 

The Hampton-court conference was a 
ridiculous farce — a compound of kingcraft 
and prieftcraft. The aftors in it for- 
got nothing but their maflcs. ■ The puriw 
tans would not be gulled by it — bot contN 
aued to diflent— and they were right. 

Things were in a flate favourable to the 
increafe of arbitrary churcb power, when 
the convocation that made the prefent bo^ 
dy of canons^ met. Courtiers and pre- 
lates of the moft defpotical principles were 
the king's favourites.— —The parliament 
had juft fuffered him to pack a houfe of 
comnions — the fee of Canterbury was va- 
cant— the way to it was by condu6iing 

court meafures in convocation.— • The pre- 
lates played their parts fo well that thejr 
made a code pi epifcopal church-law — 

G 9 €0NSISTZK» 
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CONSISTXHC of 141 canons--*^^ALL teudRn^ 
to eftablith abfolute dominion over confci- 
ence — and to ruin all, who could not fwear 
to a falfehood — that is, that the epiicopal 
^ corporation is a truly Mpoflolkal church — so 

J>etfe6l as to need no future revifion 
This fenfelefs cruel code of law was rati^ 
iied by re^al patent^ — not by parliament.-^ 
and has been adjudged therefore to be bind- 
ing on the epifcopal clergy — but not on the 
jelt of the nation. 

The king and the prelates more violent 
jn pofting to abfolute monarchy than be- 
foTt — rr-'OR this purpofe they tried Calvirx- 
ifm 2^t Dort-r- A^D then introduced Armini- 
^nifn) — AND depraved the r^or^ils of the peo- 
ple by the book of fports.^ — ihventep plot« 
w-AND.chen impofed oaths.r — of allegiance 

.— SUPREMACY -r- SUBSCRIPTION, <fec. IN- 

^ CREASED ecclefiaftical coramiiEbns— tand ex- 

» ^rcifed inq.ui{itori3i cruelty under them. 

f The perfecuted puritans fled to Holland 
-^iREiaA^D — AND America* ^The parlia- 
ment petitioned James againft prelatical 
tyranny-^ and for the puritans. . . They 

I faw^ popery— and defpoifm striding 

^apace over all the laiid. — ; — ^James is inflex- 

I ible-— HIS prelates worfe than himfelf.- — the 

puritans ihcreafe. — The tyrant was fuppo- ^ 
iedto be poifoned^— EXPiRM. 

Finifh-— 
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Fini{h*--^BY obferviog what epifcopacy 
can do, when it has a head to its heart-^-^ 
AND by diftinguilhing between the intereft 
' of a charch«*AND of the church-^ and the 
perfonal interefts of ambitiou^^ men, who 
govern it— A time-ferving prelate is an ob- 
^£t of pity*— AS well as biame*~H£ buys hi# 
koAOOr^too dear«. 
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• ff Ae CooJHtidiorh^qfficers-^ vwjhip — and p^er 
Toaaits of th Epipsopaf church* 

INTRO DUCTJON* 

A Religious fociety formed on principles 
of revelation has no other rule of 

aftion than the.exprefs word of God — na- 
tural worfhip refembles philofophical ex- 
periments — BUT revealed worfliip requires 
- pofitive inftitute. — It is not enough that a 
thing is not forbidden it muft be com- 
manded, — Christian faith is belief of a di- 
vine — revealed — truth — and chriftian wor- 
fliip is obedience to a divine — written cooi- 

tnand Saint Paul went on this ground, 

"when he argued from xhtjiknce of fcripture 

Heb. vii* 13. and when he affirmed the 

ferfcBion of revelation. 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. 

Revelation gives Chrift an excluGve right 
of legiflation — good men entire liberty of 
con(cicnce- — and all men the right of pri- 
vate judgment. — The epifcopal church tranf* 
ferred all thefe rights to Harry and Eliza- 
hp?h.-rrlt put them in theplaceof God— -and 
all "their fucceflbfs in the condition of irra- 
tionals. It admitted that dangerous firft 

principlc-^r^ 
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pvblciplc — HUMAN authority in religion— -r 
jvND ereftjed Apglicai) Epifcopacy-r-oN what 

)iad aloiie fopporlcd popery aud pagaiv 

iftii. 

Ihischarch rs conftituted ofthje whole 
^idtion oir all.ages^-^^F bath fexe« — ov all 
•pfineiples— OF no prineiples— of all prac- 
tifes — AHi> profeffions — good — bao-^^aUd^ 
indiifFerent.T-t-lTsl^^w&are canons — some con- 
firmed by parliament'-^O'CHEKS not— all eni. 
forced by pienal lanftions.-: — Its fupport is. 
worldly |icbe$-~sAvBp ou^ pf the (hipwreclt 

,ol that pirate- — the pope. iTsfupremf^ 

|jea.di^ a king— oa a queen WTHeaAN-*- 

BRESJjYTEHjAff PRELATlCAfc OH popifll.- ^ 

It has exUltci jjnder all^ — -and ferved ti^p 
.wews pf each* 

The ofl&cers of this church are all uhk 
^nowp to fcripture. — ^The fame head is hpth; 
-the kgifliative— and executive power. — Un- 
^ERhimhy commiffionare AicKbilhops— ^- 

y^no fup^fintf nd diopefan bifhops who> 

baye ^nder them PeaPN-f- who aje over c^- 
^pqs— -and prepcn.darics — Erectors— vic:aii.Sv 
.a5-,cuRATE^;^THB fi»ft Create the lafl-rANp^ 
the Jaft fwear obedience to the firft;-r.PRB- 
l^Ajts are Ipfd^ of parliament.— 'rHEvhavp 

^^ foie power of ordination GONF|i<.MAT!uH 

.^,-coNSECAATiow-^A fecularpowefi to ijlu^ 

0at writs ui tb§ir dwn Aamw^- — '^Jo hold 

courts 



eourts of judicature— TO fentence witBouta' 
jury— TO tranfa6b bufinefs relative to- mar-- 
riage*— WILLS— -ADMiNisTRATiONs— and foF- 
thefe purpofes — they have courts^ — ^aod of«^ 
ficers— Chancellors — — Argh-deacons— - 
Commissaries — ^Vicars general— officials- 

—Surrogates Proctors REcrsTERs— --^ 

ApparatorS) &o.— To defcribe their namesi. 
-^powER — employments, &C.. v^ould.have- 
puzzled'the lainfpired apoRleSk. 

The pubHc-worfhipof the epifcopal church: 
isrby a (tated liturgy— a defeftive book in* 
every point of view. — Its authority entirely 
Buman^ — it is conduOtd^partfy by a prieft 
-7-wHO reads— and partly by the people—- 
vfHo makes refponfes— partly in a delk^^ — 
PARTLY at tlie communiontable, &c. — -^lU^ 
tlathedralUt i« chanted. — I'r is compefed of 
^nuf ne- — anda pocry phal fcriptures — creeds 
oppofite to each other — prayers of ^ fcrip- 
tare — ^-^fathers — mass book: ^ — pOliticait -. 
maxims — and (hite-defigns-^-— — Infants ^r»e 
queftroned^i— BOYS are taught fllfhoods — 
and afterward confirmed— BREAD and %ine 
are confecrate— t»e ficlc are abfdlvcda^ 
services are faid for the Stuarts— herbtick^ 
are execrated— -&c,— There are errors of 
every kind in it-^LiTERARY-; ^PHM^osoPHf- 

CAt^ ^PHILOtOCrcAL*— — THEOL'OGICAL' — TH«cv 

Vccryj^ fcriptur^ ^ar^ burief^ued by being: 

tarjQfidl 
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ty aned into qucfticm and an'fwer.— -— Ti» 
•whole is unneceffary — and unwarrantable-*- 
AKD the impofition of it defpotical. 

The epifcopal church claims a right of or- 
daining ceremonies — and praftifes many— 
Consecrating places — Bowing to the eaft 
— and at the name of Jefus — sprinkling in- 
fants^ — SIGNING with the fign of the crofs— — 
REQUIRING fponfors — AFFECTING great pomp 
^ — and myftery at what they call the facra^ 
ment kneeling to receive it**-^ — ^The ac* 
tors all venerate certain habits — r— as lawn 
tleeves-r-suRPtiCES — gowns — cassocks—-— 
HOODS — &c.— : — observing — bcfidc Lord*© 
days — one hundred and fifty holidays each 
year — christening at the weft end of their 

buildings taking their facrament at the 

call — READING in one place — preaching in 
another — decorafing with pifturcs — organs 
- — bells — ^putting on a ring in marriage — fee* 

.^ -The whole ritiial is unordained by God 

'—-unprofitable in divine worfliip— expen- 
five heterogeneous — and hurtful to popu- 
lar piety-p- Bir employing the little time 
"and capacities of the common people about 
trifles— generally rendered hateful to therti 
by the flovenly manner in which they are 
performed. — Where the ceremonies got de- 
cently through — they would be 4illy enough 
... tci 
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to take them for piety ^wxixch now tbey 

hate forthe fake oFits pretended garbw 

Finifh-r— BY accounting for the quiet ac- 
quiefcence of the bulk of the people in this 

kind ofworfhip. observe — that many 

never go — that numbers, who do, are to- 
tally ignorant that many are interefted, 

being paid for attending— in various me- 
thods THAT many people— —yea priefts 

—complain — groan — ^ and go on.—: — ^that 
people, who never once thought of religi- 
ous liberty, make very good conformifts— 
THAT they who afpire at it are driven away*. 
•—That divine worfliip is a font: of fyttem— 
MADE up of mental excellencies — and e<* 
preffed by cautious— comraahded— obedi* 
ence.— ^ — ^That it requires induftry la- 
bour — examination — to acquire ihefe.-— - 
That moft men love eafe— -and prefer a quiet 
fiibmiffion to what is . before a diligent 

(earch of what ought to be. -That,how* 

ever, to hold communion^ ©n condition of 
putting out an eye — is a^ reproach— ^ro hira 
who propofes— -and to him, who yields to- 
it.—- N0NCONFORMIT1& then is j[uftifiable^ 
$^e I Sam. xi. 1, &c. 
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LECTURE VI. 

% US/lory of the times of Charles h 

INTRODUCTION. 

ON E capital artiBce of. high-church* 
men is to impute their own vices ta 
others— and to impute other people's excel- 
lencies to themiclves.——— Episcopacy has 
not varied from the day king's created 

It It has always been an hireling ftate 

of fcTvi tilde — When it ferves prerogative 
it. induces national calamities—— and then 
transfers the guilt to others. ■ When the 
people forcieit not to deferve the caufe of 
«ivil liberty — it complains at firft — ^and at 
laft boldly attributes beneBcial confequen- 
ces to itfelf* — It generates infidelity and 
imtnoraKty— — - and when learned and labo- 
i^ rious writers refcue religion from both — it 
[ publifiies fix-penny annual fermons — and 
a few trite eflays — and runs away with the 
whole applaufe. 

Charles came to the crown under great 
difad vantages — his education had been per- 
verted— -his capacity was none of the bed— <- 
us icmper gloomy— »iiis notions of go vern«- 

ment 



( H ) 



I' tticnt defpotical. vxoriousness*— and fa- I 

vouTitiftn— led him to fill up his meafure.-— \ 

I His father left him weak ftatefmcn and ^ 

! wicked churchmen— a council-table — a ftar ' 

chamber — and a high-commiffion-court — a 
ti difcontented parliament — and an oppreiTed 

people all divided into endlefs faftions 
\ WORK for a wife prince in the hands of a 

weak one.*— —This was what James's kiog« 

craft came to ! 

Laud— Nbile— ^Montague— Manwarino 

'■ ' •— SiBTHORPB— — and other fuch flavifh tools 

J of defpotifm— --endeavoured by all means to 

^ render the king abfolutc— they perfecuted 

the puritans — reftrained the liberty of the 

prefs—- advifed the king to reign without law 

—palliated popery — elevated Arminianifni 

1*— and drove the dation to fide with the pa- 

^ ritans — in order to ftem a torrent of civil 

defpotifm* •* 

L Cbar>e^ arid Laud revived the book of 

^ iports*— — siJppREssED )e&«ires-*^and encou^ 

raged ignorance— -aimed to unite the epifco- 

p^i and papal churches—- imposed a liturgy 

on the Scots* — Puritans fled to New Eng<^ 

Igfnd. "T he Englilh were oppteffed With 

proclamations inftead of laws — TWfe Scotch 

^weire dragooded— THE Irift maflfecred.-*--^-*^ 

The prelates— and the court clergy wierc the 

0n\y perfons not .hitFraffed«««*T»£y fattened 

on 
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on tlie vitals of their country.-— -^hty de* 
feated the reformation — roined commerce 
»— mssoLVED the conftitution — and obliged 
the parliament to fupprefs prelacy for the 
nation's fafety — and to take up arms againft 
Charles the patron of prelacy and tyranny 
-—TO fecure the lives— liberties— and pro- 
perties — or the whole Britifli empire. 

Charles had three favorite fchemes — and 
all his adminiftration was direfted towards 
the eftablifhment of them. — i^ RAisrNC the 
powec of the crown above law.— 2. Extend- 
ing epifcopacy ovcf all his dominions-^AS 
that fyftem of religion which heft lerved ar- 
bitrary power. — 3 TwE total fuppreffion of 
puritanifm — as a fy Item tending to excite 
free inquiry*— high notions of popular rights 
-r-mjMATq* dignity— -AND general freedom-*— 
AND fo to produce what he called fedirion^ 

Review of epifcopacy.— ^— -It is a fhrewd 
prejudice dlgainft it, that the moft arbitrary 
of our princes have difcovered the greateft 
fondnefs for it — as if it ferved their defigns 
better than any other fyftem called religion* 
—While it was a creature of the pope it pro- 
moted papal tyranny^- ^when the Bntiflt 

crown adopted it, it increafed defpotiTm and 
tyranny.*— IT muft of neceffity ferve its 
creator, for it is only for the fake of fer- 

vrce.'- From' its rife to its fuppreffion 

it poffeffed but little iearriing-^^^^LE^s mo- 
D deration 
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deration*— —NO nodoh of civil liberty— 

AUDtietyis out of the queftion. -It has 

ftooQ in its utmoft fpleodor without any o£ 
them all— coNSEQuiNTLY learning, liberty, 
humanity and piety are not cflential com* 
ponent parts of it — ^The fame principle, im- 
plicit obedience to fuperiors, that makes it 
do any thing right, will oblige it to do every 
thing wrong.; — Their cant of no bifliop no 
king is a bold — impudent faifliood* — for 
OAir monarchy is independent on the being 
of epifcopacy — indeed, no king no biftiop 
is true — for epifcopacy is not upheld by 
argumenc— REASON— SCRIPTURE — frie elec- 
tion of people — BUT it is fupported by au- 
thority at a vaft expence. — It is neither of 
divine— nor human right— but it is a hu- 
man wrong fuppreffive of divine— and hu- 
man rights. > . 

> . FiniQi-r-BY diftinguifhing perfons from 

things— fiiSHOps from epifcopacy^— and (hew 

that ftriftly fpeaking prelates are objeQs 

diftinguifhable from prelacy— -some prelates 

Jike fome chriftians have never entered into 

. the fpi.rit of thqir profeffion — And ias chrifti- 

••anity is laudable — but forae chriftians are 

execrable — so fome prelates may be lauda^ 

ble-f-BUT all prelacy is execrable, for it is 

compofed of fecular pomp- — and civil power 

—in manners of religion-7-wHiCH belongs to 

meither».-rrTrr-rTCoMME,ND ijhg ^pgenaoufnels of 

::.. ''^ ; tliofe 



ihofe prelates — who have execrated intofe- 
ranee. — -Applaud thofe-*-WHO have acknow^ 
ledged the defefts of their conftitutioii.— — 
Ani> blame their pufillanimity— — for not 
daring to aft on the very principles*— which 
they propagated. Hence derive an arga- 
merit againft the conllitutioo itfelf— xx crip- 
ples fome— AND ihackle's all. 
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LECTURE, VII. 

fh tirms of Gommunionr^norninaiion of officer: 
and difapUug of ike epifcopal chmvh* 

INTRODUCTION. 

THE preface to the epifcopalliturgv calls 
it dhine fervice — and quaintly adds— 
the firft original was ordained by the ancient 
Fathers. — Every thing in this community has 
been blafphemoufly been put to God's ac- 
count. ^There was the divine right of 

kings — THE divine right of bifhops — the di- 
vine right of tithes — and now here is a book 
of divine right. — However, like other di- 
vine things — IT may be examined — reasom 
—and religion require it. 

The terms of admiffion to memberfliip — 
AND the miniftry — are calculated fo as to 
render examination ufelefs^ — or dangerous. 
— Infants are admitted — in publick — or 
private— BY dipping — or fprinkling — ans- 
WERiNG interrogatories by proxy. — Proxies 
^TC tvtn required for^mdults — who are ad- 
mitted on their own profeffion of faith. — . 
Ministers are admitted by fubfcribmg thirty - 
nine heterogeneous — abstruse — human ar-^ 
licles— BY declaring th^^t the books of ordi- 

nation— 
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iKition — and common prayer — arb agreeable 
to the word o£ God^— that the two books of 
Homilies contain a godly— and whotefome 
doarine--*and^by fwearing fucb, obedience to 
a Lord bi (hop as 141 canons require.*——^ 
Some of their divines fay the articles are Ar- 
minian— OTHERS fay they are Calviniftick. 
**->3oMB fay tbey fubfcribe to the words*^ 
©TH^RS fay to the fenfe— ^somb fay to their 
own— 'Arib others to that of the compilers-^ 
GTHERS again in no* fehfe— -^thby fubfcribe 
them as articles of peace — not of truth.— > 
The whole affair of fubf :ription is a mife- 
table fcene of prevar-icatioii,. 

The epifcopat cKufch impofes minifters; 
0h parifhes withoiht the people's confent-^- 
HENt:E ho emulation in the priefts-^NOR the- 
leift afpiratian after freedom in the people 
-i-YET they call ihemfelves clergy-^THAT is. 
— minifters chofen bylot.— ThS king — ^oa. 
queen— for the time being— chooses all the 
biftiopi-— ALL the deans in Englatid— all thfe 
prebfend^ries — and many re€l6rs.— ^ — Tb%: 
Lord Chancfeildr ' choofes mariy^ — > — Tift 
Biftrops ch6ofe the Welch Dean^— -the Ar'ch. 
deacbris— -MANt Reftors — ^Vicars, &c. m - 
•N'oBXL^^Y^-^and gentry— ^have 'right of pa- 
tronage — ^and ail prefent without the co»- 
fent dP the pebple.— At l this arrangement 
i$ far the pUrpofe of civil goveriinaent — oRf 
::ri';** D g, rathexr 
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fMher for purpofes of tbe regal prerogatire 
•rr*AND it ddpoils pri cftft ' L ■ a nd people alike 
t>f jreiigious:libany. 

(. The idifcipltiie of thi« .corporation ilr the 
-moft irregular--and tjrpannical<-*-THjiT can 
well be in this country .-*^NirMfiERs of ntini- 
.fier^-^ANB znembers-^WHo difbelieve the 
-doflrines of the creeds^^-'AND pradife a^f im^ 
tnoraUties^^Livs qiiietlyx^TEA .obtain tbe 
•Ugfaeft preferments, in it.-^-^SoMB of ib€ moft 
':vicked are obliged to^ receive their facra* 
-aaent as a qualification for officc.-r— — This 
corporation puniihes in fpiritual courts-r^ 
TRUE inquifitioRs^-^— *-W£KE lajr-^chancelior^ 
are judges-— ^ from wbode decrees tiiere 
Jies no appeal, ■ T he puniihmenta ^e 

^nes ---r-r IMPB l«0«M« N r$------- p EPA WAJI OfifS 

-•~PEN AN|qi^s*--^--^caMMUTiiTiotw:Qf penqajr^fs 

•-- •EXCOMMUNJCATIONS-— EV^N ©f tbofe 

who were never of tbe cpmmurjity.r-nrr-' 
I'ftp c:«5comniuaicated are fixcludedfrom ihfi 
tfl^bUjjk.worfliip— tCVt off fromygixj^g 45v^- 

:4enc£ -REAVER I NO iM;oper;ty bjyr- layr^ 

^HRiimtAw b.uria,/, &^.~Ai^.ti>i».! cru^^pj^^ 
-^«fy i8,vamL0i?d oy^ir ^.ith.fpiwji^litju^^ijp 
•^yanuy.^j^ the name of God— JVaieii—^^ 
|P*rnual Lord^py divine providonfc^i^ a ' 
Sl'kl^^^^^J^'^'^^*^^'^^**^^ defil-^AND caJUi 

i - Therflf 
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♦ Ther-e.huve been fevcn Bttemiits to rii^ 
iorm tbi» afaarch*^T\BE^ £rft mrasthe Hanif|># 
too-coun^-otTferefice in the reign of J&mcs I; 
^ t">ngH&> fccond ki Oharles h time-i— ^r 
Ufluei's re^tfaioiw of epifcopsrcy— hmhe third 
at theretMTn of Chartes W. -Hiitbic Savoy cont 
iercnce— THPB fottfmbiiythe fatne neig«— un*. 
'der lord keeper Aidigman^—Tfr* 6fth in the 
■feme t»gn^-**Aitfr 2'ii3tth<*-ji ieventh^Qnder 
WiUiaw IiL-*^AiL tiiefe atceraptsr po^oved 
«boreire -by the^kme niaaD8v---*rHe:aiEair ex^ 
«iaiy refemWcd ahe couwcil of'Tnc©!;— ^Hfi*. 
tAT«s-i-*WHo were parde«—WER» judges in 
i) oth-— Wh vtci r;r— ^i;Aui>-HSH'E loon-^Mok^ 
j^gy — Ward — SftRAir-^Mdi^Mhea-Ukf the^ji 
-—always did — and always will — sacrifice 
chriftianity ta fave epifcopacy — and create 
ten tboufand infidels — rathj&r- than. give up 
one ufelefs ceremony... 

Finifti*— Bv enlarging on Baron Mbntef- 

quie's conceffion " That the proteftant 

religion is more favourable to a' fpirit of li*. 
BB.RTY than the catholiek." — Obferve — that 
defpotifm is the defideratumof moftprincesi 

Thats popery is highly fitted to ferve their 

view«. — ^That they have prote6led popery 

for tbis-r-AND not for religious reafons^ 

That they have pcrfecuted non-con formi ft s 
fifiLt&ir religious fentiments,. merely be- 
caufe tbey fuppofed them to include fome- 

thing 
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thing iiijurious to a^bttrarv power.— Thai? 
an airmy of hireling prieita is a very coo^ 
ventem machine of govcrtiment.— That oar 
own hiftory well fliews what they can4o— * 
BY flbewmg what they have clonej~imnER the 
Stuarts. — ^Thatt— lb much epifcopacy in a 
fiate-— *-ro much derpotirin^«^s a-eejrtain truth. 
—That univerfal — eqvax*^ liberty is in- 
compatiUe«with preiac)a< -^^'Jhat tbe fion- 
conformift's principles of gavei-noiehliare 
thofe d£ the beft ftatefinen.^^THAT lo inouL- 
eatethem ih <the church isltbe bed preferr 
vative of the ftale — and ;tbat attempts, to re*- 
form sallowing- on* the epifcopalian &de ^ 
great pact of what w6>^ffino«: 



^(.'.-iiJ,.: ..;..: J. 



^if- 



- 1-.. 'A\:A ■ ,,,: ■ \ /.- A K ^'^ u -; :^,: : -.- 
• -.'. ■ ,7 : •• 'I • ^ r ;. - ■ ,^ 



( 33 ) 



The State of Religion damg ihf ' Civil War^. onrf 
the PrpuSorate^ 

GHA^RLBS!,: cbagwtwd at the oft^liaW^* 
nefs of his parKtrtfe^^it, flei-^ ah* 

refolv6d in council to fpifs fto m<^re <bill^^— *• 
TO pawn the <:Vov>n j^evtls for tc^»^- tDoney 
*— TO purchafe arms^nd ^awkntMiitiort — tcI 
employ the pope's 4iu«€io to hire foreign 
troops to criilave iii$ own fubjefts* — ^This 
oWhged'the p&rliarriewt to fecure qsagazines 
— — TO- pro^We foi* -the^iMttionai' fdfety — r* 

get command of the navy ANb-'ithe inii> 

litia- iAND to form alliance ^th' the 

Scotch. . . 

The >nation pcftitiowed parliament for Te* 

drfeft -oT rgrievances » the parliament the 

king-^B UT he f Klhof d'upli<:ity^"— and inflfexi*^ 
t^Ht^— ^,MNVEi> ^ OR ddceiv<ed;^thenwin'aHi 
t^^pS-^ftb farces — ^4»R<4WDiD'a4^mi-=;^ahd be- 
gan a wir.-^Hs* parliament aboliflied epif- 
copacy — RAISED an army — and defended 
rheir rights. ' - . , 

The parliament thought dje ^ci-vil *mAgt«. 
: XV ftracy 
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ftracy might fet up what religion they 
thought moft conducive to the good of the 
ftate. — They, therefore, reformed univer- 
lilies — and caithedrals— ENFORCED the fabbalh 

—SUPPRESSED public divCrfionS — ORDAINED- 

fafts — and religious exercifes — and a great 

reformation of manners followed ^^rHi 

king's army remarkably profane — that of 
the parliament very fober.— Charles pub- 
lifb^d pi!<K:laniatipns-T^t»i.(>uritan:cIergy t«- 
fufed-to read th^m — t-^anp the king's vfo.l* 
diers pli^ndered %hetn fpr- their. refu[(aUf~rT 
T^E.fipifcQp^l icl^rgy'i-efufej^ jtp pbey .parlia^ 
ment prdersrr-AfNp they.alfo were plundered 
in their tyr.tv-TrPQOD.and bad . were involve4 
ii> the public. caUmit^y.— t^T^hi^s pfoduce4 
cpnMnitce^Srfor fcand^LJ^Ms rpiifiift^rs-rT-PtuNT 
x>Ea£D wijOift^irSTrr^^OjTTr rjs^t^aikts of thfi 
prefs,ijc&;?>,^^.- '.-v r, : ',' . . .; 

. .irbepM*ai»i?»fjcayA4.the,a{ff;mU ofdU 
vines — to reform the church — and invited 
the Sci^ts.taaffift'them-i-THE Scots, agreed 
on condition oif their eftablifliing preftylcr 
xian church governmem-rt?f*4 ^or thsLfurt 
pofe fwearing tO; .the foiemn league and jCfo^ 
venant.'-;--WHiCH was. accordingly fubfcri^e.4 
by both hpufes — the clergy— and laity— 
AND impofed on nioll epifcopalians — but not 
on fome, who were fuppofcd free from arbU 
^'^Jry ppncipl^Pfc • r ,; ^ 

V - ^ The 
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The affembly addreffed — and were ap- 
proved by foreign churches — they ordained 
minifters— the parliament nominated to li- 
vings— -anp ejefted their enemies from li- 
vings — AND univerfuies. The affembly 

publiftied a direftory inllead of the old 

liturgy AND the parliament put down 

Chriftmas — and other feftivals— ^tried and 
executed Laud — and tried various meafures 
for accommodation with the king. 

The king \vas in arras for arbitrary 

power the cavaliers for the epifcopal 

diurcb the Scots for.Qovenant unifor- 
mity BUT Cromwell pofTeffed the art of 

overpowering all by becoming the patron 
of all, who wifhed for civil and religiouj* 
liberty — and managed all with indefatiga- 
ble addrefs. . ^ 

The unhappy Charles was an incorrigi- 
ble tyrant-" and deferved to die but 

they, who put hii?i to death, had no con- 

jilitutional right to do fo. no religious 

party was ,thq caqfe of his death-7-ALt rq- 

monftrate<;J againft it and he fell a.fa- 

crificc to miHtary povver— by the hands pf 
a few defpersyje^officersr-rAND: their depend- 
ents — ^WHO were of various religious deno- 
mioatipivs* '.. 

« ■ , . ♦ ' 

Cromwel*. 



I 
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CiiOMWELL was an aftonifhing mztt 
his capacity was uncoiomon— ^his addreft 

infinite his courage undaunted- — ^-^his 

pririciples off government juft Artd hbtral 

i his rdigion doubtful. --------He ptyffeiTed 

all the qualifications of a chief magiftrate 
— EXCEPT that of free popular elcflion to 
govern. — He was an uniform patron of re- 
ligious liberty. mecessitv' — mot equity 

governed fome of his aflions againft his 

tinciples,-— SoMF/ peculiar maxims rendered 

isconduft inconfiftent. 

Cromwell and his atmy petition for to- 
leration quarrel with the parliament 

■FORCIBLY diffolve it~AssuMt the go- 
vernment -*- call the little parliament— *—*- 
A council* of officers make him prbteftbr*— * 
HE calls another parliament — dissolves them 
-*— — TOLERATRfe all' except papifts and roy- 

alifts^ KEEPS them under for civil rea- 

fons— MODELS parliaments universities 

— ARMY ~NAvy — FOREIGN treaties— anij 
all branches of government fo ias to render 
htmjelf neteflary to all. i-*-**- iPRe>j«CTs an 
union 6f all the reformed.— lN"r£**Ds to re* 
ftore mon>rchyi— Ai^n uhite'it With 'univer- 
fal liberty— TO wear a crown«i-**-AND iTanrmii 
it to his family*--BUT death prevented the 
execution of hi* plan. 

^inifh^-4 
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Finifh-*— BY diftinguifliing firft principles 
of government— FROM focial contra tis for 
the prefervation of them-— ordinary obedi- 
ence toeftablifh courfes of law— -from ex- 
traordinary recourfes to firft principles^ 
vhen focial contra&s are in danger ot dif- 
folution/ 



t' '' -L'X'Cr- 
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LECTURE. IX. 

A View of PreJhyUrim CJatrch-gootrtment. 
J I , . * . * t 

RELIGIOUS tyratiny fubfifts in- vari-' 
ous degrees — as all civil tyrannies do. 
— Popery is the confumation of it — and 
prefbyterianifm a weak degree of it — but 
the latter has in it the efTence of the fornner 
— AND differs from it only as a kept miftrefs 
diflFersfrom a ftreet walking proftitute— or 
as a mufquet differs from a cannon. 

The reformed church at Geneva was the 

parent of the other reformed churches 

AND this rendered prefbyterianifm odious 
to monarchs — it was fuppofed to be formed 
on republican principles. — And for the fame 
jeafon it was always offenfive to the people 
—AS it was fuppofed to be — and really is , 
— A kind of ecclefiaflicAJ ariflocracy — ex- 
cluding both the monarch — and the people 
— AND placing church-government in the 
hands of a feleft few. 

All church affairs in prefbyterian govern- 
ments are managed — im fome places by two . 
— and in others by three — assemblies — the 
fi|;^is fconfiftory — oRMprefbytery — within 
each congregation — the fecond a fynod— • 

OJl 
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OK a provincial alTembly — consisting of de- 
puties from the fever^l confittories. ^ — the 

third is^ a general — or national aflembly 

ma'de up of deputies from the fynods;— Ap- 
peals Ire from the confiftory to the fyhod — 
AND from the fynod to the general anembly 
— WHOSE fentence is final. -john Knox 
eftablifhed this in Scotland—^ — -the Scots 
brought it into England-J-ANp the To ng' par- 
liament eftabh'fhed it here — m lieu of epifl 
copacy.-^lT is bqually intolerant* with 'epif^ 

copacv-^ AND cannot ftand without civil 

power.-i-lT is fomewhat remarkable that po^ 
pery in Canada — episcopacy in Englandr—- 
and" prefbvtejrianifm' iw Scotland — Air^'^all 
thvec'eJlahRjked're]igtori$iri th^ dominioirs of 
the king of Gre^t Britain. . ; • - 

Various reformed clrurches have adopted 
various forms of church-government — Evi^ 
all are reducible to three — similaIi to civil 
go vernmtnts.— Popery -^and epifcopacy— i- 
A'^- E ab'folute nional-chjes --- ^Kts^yTZfUA^- 
isM'tsf arfftrtcraty^^'hridTomel indfependerit 
chu regies are democraticaT-^BtrT all'-afdopt 

one jajrdhd drror- productive oFtwo great 

evils-^— WTrtcH generate ten thoufaiid more — 
All nefarious;* ^ * 

The great and fountam error is the con- 
fide ring rtFcV;?/?/?^^^ as a lulijeft oThuman go* 
verniiicni. — ^LHiii notion^prodacesTwo-g-relt 
'^ ''--• E a evi/b\ — 
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evils.— -1, Legislation— -^Now all human k- 
ftjlation is oppreffive to confcience-— and it 
18 immaterial where this power is lodged— 
IT is tyranny any where.— 2 Enforcing 
laws made> by Jefus Chrift — by penal fanfti- 
ons. — In popery — anp epifcopacy — both 
the legiflative and executive power arq 
lodged in the fame perfon. — Presbyterian- 
ism i^ exa€lly like them— and only fwears 
the civil magjftrate to do the worft part of • 

the work. From thefe two evils— making 

laws for confcience — and then executing 
them — OR — executing laws made by Jefus 
Chrift by coercive meafures— proceed con- 
fuiion-wANO every evil work. 

To fpread their faith— and to extirpate 
tereticks — and fchifmaticks— are only pre- 
tences — IN the mouths of popes-— and prin- 
ces. — They have lecular views — and have 
fiven» innumerable evidences — that they 
now noherefy but patriotifm — and no or- 
thodoxy but defpotiim.; rBuT it was not 

thus with Calvin— -Knox— Cranmer— and 
other reformers— THEY were fmcerely mad 
i^ith intolerance: — and feripufly poflefled 
vith the rage of converting by force.— It 
■was pity they had notpaufed— and thought 
t)ftner! 

Finifti— BY a retrofpeft.— Obferve— thai 
ccclefiaftical hiftory in the days of Chrift— 

and 
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and his apoflles— is an exhibition of every 
hu aiane-rriN i> ^ejifefigui f^ntfiieit. — ^Th at 
it has been (ince a fcene of infinite woe — • 
X.K^T the papal apoftacy . Ic^^fl; ijbe fpiwt of 
chriftianity — and imbibed that of the devil. 
— Th vt the reformers came fmarting — and 
feelirig-tfeekjivray font-of iKaibad fchool.^ 
Thatfieculai^l^ewers affocjafed withMht mto 
Tenau»€e popery ^^i-AHD to forf»-an oppofi^ 
tion a^inft»it4^-*i-rrhat the word toleration 
was hot then knrtwn*—MQR any idea of it^-* 
adopted by thofe reformers— THAX-^in a 
jworci— fhfiv^'^were cojnuiendabie for going 
ib.far-M«f3i)dthatwer{houtd be unpardonable 
for gofnig/ nd fiftrther;— i liat one word of 
S> Patil /isi au better; body of- what they call 
church poUty-^— THAN all the ihip4oads oi 
law,s-^ Awofcanons-T^TBAT^ have been fince 
made— — >T«Ar. word is^^-^STUxxif to a& 
^i£-r*-- • - ' ^ • •:.•>. -•■■•,.. 
, .; . ij ^^ ' ^ -i' .' , n c t ' ' - '^ . ' •- *: 

.p « -i :.(>^ . ' •) .!> : I" vis' .»•! ' i- t ' 

. J , . ; : ; . . '.; 1 '.*.'/*••■• -' > • > . i • / 

. • • .r .V . ') • ' ^ 

. . . - •> . £3-. n LEC; 
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LECTURE. X* 

^Me of ReUgion from the Refioration to the Re, 
volution. 

CH A R L E S IL Avas a polite— Dissf^ 
BATED-**— gcntlcmaui^****— Of 'hiimai)^ 
principles -^ but of no TcUgion.*---— W.hb» 
ehe nation reftored himr-t^y aimed to reai- 
lize Oliver's plan of monarchy and liberty 
in Q^trles-'^—— 'WHOSE inclination was good 
» ■»■ AMD his tille unexcepiiofiablc.-*— Ac- 
COPDINCLY iivtl liberty was ?very nmch dd^^ 
Vaiiced in this reig U " / ■ rAiitf io would rei 
ljgrr)us libertv— — HAO not the reviv^rl of 
epilcopacy defeated the df6^n'****BuT thefe 
oldfinnrrs, epifcopaUnnSf not become wif<i 
by affliftton— FE#Lto thrtr former -pra8;ices 
again. — — They loothed the king, — ^anh 

firlt deceived and tiicn deltroyed the 

puritans. 

Charles publifhed a declaration for li* 

beny of conlcience which the parlia* 

ment would have enafcled — but the pre- 
lates afted the farce of a conference at the 

Savoy TAXKD the puritans with fhani. 

plots REN deR£D them fufpe&ed bv go- 
vernment— —and by the bafeft arts got the 
ad of umfojrmity pafled — ^which ejt fctijd 

above 
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nbpye stoop mini fters.—:^ — T."^'^ Jol)o5yc<J 
the conyenticle aft — ^the Oxforjd afct-— r 
jaNDtR. all whip!]! Clarendon— — -Shkldom 

r— r^Vi^A.RDTT- ANX). other bifliops impri- 

soNfioanci murdered 8000 impovkrish- 

ED and mined thoiifands of farnilies — drov:^ 

iliultitudes into rioUand; and Ameiic^ 

—^^wp robbed thena c^f ig ^ or 14 mil- 
lions' of propeyfy.-^-J — ^Th£ king — a^jd the 
parliament — OFTEN. eiideaVdufcd to give 
them liberty — -iaur their defigns \Vefe fru* 
firated by the prelates a[nd the clergy — who 
preached the divine right of kings — j-^-bi- 
shop's- ! '' ' J A\D tithes-p^ — -Passive obedience 
and non*refiltance.i-i! — -and^ mvented ne# 
chiirch 6^**i^i*ys,^^^r the purpofe of propa- 
gating theit lediiu>us idotiru'ies— -^— \yH'iLt . 
they oyer wlietmed ' the natioh with impiety 

—and immorality -— lai few feholars ^ 

AND go« >d men of the paitv — had receivedl . 
tfieTr ediicatioti hom thjepurUdhb in^ihe limd 

qF the Civil wars. . 

j^pe^/IL .Vfav^ui arbitrary goyernoi- — -* 
A dptermii^^d.papili.r— ~H^ aHt^inVd '4 diN 
penfingjpowei-^— :^and fiMiH'd 10 bring irt 
ppperv-r-*OR_whi^^> PM'P^^li^ he pubii/hed; 
lyifu jdeclfiration^^of. inciiili;et)i:e— in 'order 
^Q^eii^age, ^he t)onconf^i mitts oh his hde,, 
>,. if-MAiiiY .of t&emrefuied .m unconifitu- 

tional 
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rionni ^Ibprty— WHICH the parlfaMent d'urft 

nor ciiacV for Kear orpopery— Wtii^H* tii^ 

Ici g — : — TaVo the* prelales inad prepaied'tocJ 

ma'iy toVeceivc ^ Many f)re1a\es fti'ewed 

more inclination to popcrv — ^THANto non- 
conformity — and continued their bloody 
meafures of chnrch pbhty'. , 



JdTTies and his bloody coiihfellor J(*fl!7riqs 

opal . clergy int.b the irinft 

terrible dilemma THEYJiad ever affertr 



broif^ht .the epifcopa 



ed abfoluie royal fupreTwacy over ,confci-. 
eiK e — AND now the fnpreme head of . their 

proteftant church, was a. furious papift ^^ 

wif ) erecli^d an ecciefiartual commiIfiou-~ 
k\D appointed Tome po|H(h coramifljioners 
to refoim their church.-:-— The prt-lates had 
indefati^ably taught ' for, the, Taft twenty 

yeirs paflive obedience -and nori-refi\l- 

31, ce AND now, according lo'their own 

ijcftrjne, neither patliament^-1^ clergy 
N<)K laity might reiill the mcaluieh ot tms 
del'peiate tyrant.— \t len^'tb Ke p^eriec'itedf 
To'Tie f>reli(eV-^-^^^yJ!J d' Vpth'thV li* iWrftlies 
» — — <^i'Vi-ATEp Corporation ch"Jrtt'is^--i-r/ah(t 
d :ffo VeB ihe'contfaftji of focietW--^aiT(f 

n>any prelate? juttified hitn -or^jrv It^h' 

Ventiired to'addiefs'' hnn — A sd^coili^ted the* 
nonco1fif<)rnn1t^ — ^a. tfeciiNQ (o'l'eieTir— ^ 
AND prdteltiiiglikdririiiyei's'iri k ft'brm fr?r«ir 

good* 
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goo4 they wanld be when they got out of 
their diftrefs. 

The non-fconfotmifts were courted by 

both the kirrg^r and the. people ^thet 

Were powerful enough to turn the fcalc 
either way. — They facrificed their juft in- 
dignation againft the cruel prelates to nati« 
onal fafety — threw their weight into the 
fcale of liberty — and went mod heartily 

into the projeft of a revolution. ^The 

prince of Orange came by invitation — the 

cowardly defpot fled the houfe voted 

the throne vacant but when it was de- 
bated whether to fill the throne with a re- 
gent or a king — the latter was carried by 
only two votes' — twelve or thirteen pre- 
lates voted for the former and only two 

for the latter they pretended to abide 

iirmly bound by oath to an abdicated tyrant 

— WHO had broken all his oaths to them. 

——They had preached him into thefe terri- . 
ble circumftances— — HAD taught that refift^ 
ance was damnable the king's charac- 
ter indelible their lives and fortunes 

at his difpofal and had confidered the 

lA^hole nation as the property of a tyrant 

. INALIENABLE in his family— — TO be 

tr^nfruitted from father to fon ' liKtE a 

Kcrd*^f cattle to be fed-~— worked or 

butchered' 
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biilchered -r- as their mafter- pleafed. ■ 

They called this the doftrine of the epif^ 

copal church — »-ane of Jefus Chrift* ani> ^ 

'kept up a faftioii on account o£it tbrougl^ 
the two next reigns. 
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LECTURE XL 

. \ A view of modem Nonconformity. 
INTRb PUCTION. 

IT is ape'ciiliar excellence of truth and 
virtue to become more lucid and dc- 
monftrative by exercife — hence the wifeft 
of men faid, The path of the juft is as the 
fhining lights that fiiincth more and more 
I iXnto the perfeft day. — P^onconf'ormity to 
human appointmiiits in religion — is a courfd 
of this kind. — • — ^TftERE are ftron'ger argu- 
, merits for it now than ever. — It is grounded 

I now on new — and enlarged principles. 

It is fupported by new additional arguments 
-5^.: — ADORNED by many new' examples — di-* 
VES'ttD crfits fuperflfrites — ^It has' been tried ' 
i — AND found prafticable — AND praife-wor^" 
thy. — Its enemies ^ remain inflexible — and 
epifcopalians are ^incurable — so that time 
has proyed the fault lies in the conJ\Uutiqn it- 

ielf.- Its principles have, beei^ realized 

in civil government—rand accredited by the 
ben^G^ produced^ -— Ixs^vjden.ce.ddw^ije^^ 

at\ the retormation,-^ and h^s .gradually:. 

Brightened to demo^ftration-;^- to meridian 

• NUM- 
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NUMBER 

The number of part^ans i» many cafes 
prove nothing— AS in communities where 
the people cannot — or may not n-— think 

for themfelves but in our communities 

— -WHERE no fecular intereft warps-^— and 
where ftrong temptation&.atiack-!*— where 
inquiry is free — —and men aQually exa- 
mine NUMBERS are confiderable.— The 

prefent body confids of Baptifts gene- 

R^L^- — and particular.——— Independents 
---t-^Presbyteri a.ns— : — more ftrifctly mde-* 
pervdems^ who occupy fu^h meeting houfes 
as w,ere prefb.yterian formerly — -<— the peo- 
ple called Quakers. 1 here are in Eng-* 

land and Wales about 1400 congregations 
of the three firft denominations — the largeft 
thirdof.which.Js baptilt— THE quakers arg 
numerous— Ti^E|whole is.?it.lcall one fifth of 
the nation^ , 

LEARNING. 

The modern Diffenters poflefs men o£ 

eminent literature- in every branch bf 

fcience/-— bTUDEMTs have the advantage 

of fithools^-^— J-ACAD'EMlES^-i-TUTOKS^ LI- 

BR'ARlES^-— ^TissTRlTMENTS '' . '' '^ THiY haVC. 

ftrong inducements to ftudy-i— — leArnino 
is reputable to all— ^and neqeffary to fbme 



•^FOR the miniftry — AND for fupport.*-^*— ^ 
The conftiiulion of our churches is friendly 
to learning — for it has no fecular interefts 
and eccleftaftical honours to decoy ftudents 
from books into the worlds— nor any unna- 
tural eftablifhments to fupport-— BY reftfaima 
—WRONG biaffes— AND perverfe reafons.— • 
We can go without danger— whkre-eveii 
inveHigation can carry us.. 

POLITICAL SENTIMENTS. 

Modern nonconformity naturally leads us 

to ftudy government.-^ Sidney — Locke 

—Montesquieu-^ Beccaria-—— teach 

the notions-^-*— WHICH we bold~of govern- 
ment. All think the people the origin of 

power ADMINISTRATORS refpoufiblc truf- 

lees-^— AND the enjoyment of Jife— lib«rtt 
^— AND property — the right of all mankind 
■* — EXCEPT of thofe, whofe crimes are allow- 
ed by the conftuutio.n to have diifranchifed 
them. — Equiiy requires them to give up as 
much of their own as they have deprived 
others of. — We differ — as ptheis do — con- 
cerning the beft mode of government — but 
DO one has ever attempted to fubvert that 
which is eltablilhed— ^R even wilhes to do 
fo — AND all cemnbuie cheerfully/ to iupport 
it. — Ou» brethren the Quakers fcem to con- 
fider cftabiilhed pxiefts as privatefr^ — and 
^F their 
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their cliurcli as a kind (>f letter of .marqae 
veffe!—— ALLOWED by authority indeed to 
plunder a fuppofed enemj^i— — a;vd to make 
reprifals—r-BUT having no equitable— con--^ 
STiTUTioNAL claim —— ON their property. 
■ T he notion is certainly juft*— -per- 
haps not prudent to aft upon it— — HOWEt^Eit 
it is no way hoftile to civil government——* 
roR they fubmit when civil governors in^ 
terpofe. ^ 

PROPERTY. 

The property the of diffenters is very con- 
fiderable.— — Public property confifts ol 

funds*— —ESTATES-*— -EN DOWMLNTS^* — SUB- 
SCRIPTIONS—^— FOR the ufe of fchoois' ^ 

ItNlVERSITlES MINISTLRS— ABLE ^ 

A>4D difable— — poor, &c. — > — PrivatJ 
property large ' ^ for their religion keeps 
-them from many expenfive vices.*— — Non* 
CONFORMITY keeps them from many heavy 
epifcopal cxaftions-*— — CLERiLAL feaft.s — -« 

S'JBSCRIPTIONS-*— -MISSIONS—- <kc. *— Rfi, 

LioiON' alio makes them frugal ^indl$^ 

TRious AND commercial.— So thai 

their property k more than e^ual to ther^ 
wants. 

CHURCH- 
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CHURCH-POLITY. 

The wifeft in the world for fix reafons.— *- 
1, 1 r 18 unconnefted with "every thing except 
religion,^-^:^. It is unfupported by irrcligi* 
ous motives— AND left wholly to confcienCe 
— so that it is by principle — or it is. not at 
z\\ — 3 ^CRiPTURB is fo!e law — 4. Consci- 
ence is its oti)» judge of the fenfe of fcripturc 

—AND thus the fcource of virtue is kept 

4:lean — 5. Coercion of all kinds is inadmif- 
fible.— 6. It defpifes the c^nt of herefy— 

SCHISM clergy — THE church -EASE tO 

doubting coufciences — conventicles — ^spi- 
RiYuAL iords — courts — laws — <fec. — by all 
which their anceftors were fpiritualized out 

of their lives by faggots and fires. The 

honconformifts are — with all their infirmi- 
ties — THE excellent of the earth, in whom is 
all our delight. — Peace is within their walte 
— HP£osp£RiTf in their palaces ! 
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F LECTURE XII. 

Ftom tie Rivohition to tht accejjfon of 
George HI. 

WILLIAM in. was a lerious— gravi 
prclbyterian-^A friend to religious 
liberty. — He pfled the aft of toleration — 
AND propoied a comprehenfion of all his 
protellant fubjtfts — but all his good de- - 
Jgns were fruft rated by preljites — priests— 
AND tories — who were ail enemies to the rc^ 

volution SOME of them non-jurors— —an» 

who defeated every deiign of liberty by the 
qld artifice — proposed by Tillotfon— of cc- 
cleGaftical commiffions— -anp convocations. 
—Their attachment to arbitrary principles 
vas dangerous to church — and ftate— -and 
their coudu3 to a prefbyterian deliveier-r— 
ANi> to nonconformi ft coadjutors— coLOir- 
red with the blackeft villany-^AND ingrati- 
tude. 

^ Queen Ann went as fhe was led. — In her 
firft years flie purfued the late king's mea- 
fures — IN her laft thofe of the tories — and 
intolerant prelates —During. both thefe 
reigns the ruling clergy purfued intoleraht 
meafures.— ' — under fpecious pretences of 
moderation-^THEY veeredabout to all points 

af 
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of the cotnpafs — said and unfaid— did and ' 
undid — BUT never departed from their own 
vrorldly intcreft. * 

Refle6l on the charaflers of the prelate3 

of thofe times ^Tillotson-— -tTennison— • 

Stillingfleet — Sherlock — &c. — Remark 
the cant of — the church-rTHE clergy — pis-» 
SENTiWG teachers — conventicles schism 

— REASON — scrupulous confciences — &c. 
- — Distinguish between conftitutional and 
accidental deformity. — dissenters may be 
accidentally intolerant— -but ^epifcopacy i$ ^ 
conftitutional dominion over confcience— ^ 

^HENCE Burnets-r- AND Hoadlys — ^and other 
tolerant prelates — preach rightly — but in 
vain — NOBODY is relieved by their declama- 
tions THEY live down their own dofirine 

— FIND apologies — ANofalvos — and fubtile 

diftin6iions neceffary and do much da-^- 

mage to religion by inventitig and publiih- 
ing them.-. 

The acceffibn of the preferit royal family 
was favourable to liberty. — Their majefties 
have always protefted the toleration — ^be- 
friended the dilTenters — and execrated in- 
tolerance -BUT prelacy has hitherto de- 
feated all liberal attempts towards religious ^ 
liberty.**— Characters of Archbifliops Wake 

— Potter — Herring — Secker — all of 
vhombave rifqued chriftianity to preferve 

F. 3. the.: 
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Ae eftabH(hment-~HAVE ftriven to tofe Far- 
ther than to anfu)er arguments for religious 
liberty — and have uniformly aimed to dif- 
eountenancefree inquiry — and to difguife 
—AND perpetuate church-tyranny — and this 
under aufpices of the bell of princes — ^who 
have placed their glory in the felicity of 
tbeir fubjefts. 

Prefent'ftate of the diffenters is fervile 
to epifcopalians — laws that concern them 
divided into three clafles — the firft difqua- 
lify our gentry — rich merchants — manufac« 
TuRERs — and trade fmen— and deprive them 
.of civif rights. — The fecond opprefs our 
miniftirs with ostths- — fines — sibscriptions— • 
AND penalties of feveral cruel kinds.— -The 
third -Oblige our Jchoolmaft^s to conform 
againft conviftion — and confcience — and 
l^end their malevolent force on our inno« 
cent children—- by dooming them to igno- 
rance — OR error and vice. — Thus by tithes 
aftually paid — and by gains denied^^ — dis-^ 
senters — WHO are fpoiled by epiicbpal ty- 
ranny — contribute more in^ proportion to 
the fupport of it' thati they do— who profit 
by it. 

Sum up the wholeby obferving — that po- 
pery is deipotifm in the higheft degrcg 
. THAT prelacy is popery reftrained by civil 
power*. — ^That nonconformity is rcafon and 

religion 
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religion— rRiENDLT to civil polity— —anip? 
hoftile only to a conftitution of tyranny— -an iy> 
not tothofe, who fupportit* ^That mo- 
narchy would (land fafer without the incum^ 
brance of epifcopacy — than with it.— That 
the entire ^abolition of prelacy is to be ef- 
fefted without a;iy civil inconvenience — 
AND with greats advantages to the nation— *r 
AND to religion.— That the claim of domi- 
nion over cohkience is an ufurpation o£ 

Chrift's prerogative that his gofpel is- 

calculated for the deftruftion of it — that 
in God's due time it will effed it, accord* 
ing to the fure word of prophefy — ^That till 
then the fervants of Chrift muft prophefy ia 
fackcloth — AND that they who do fo merit 
tlie higheft efteem here — and will fliine with^ 
peculiar glory hereafter. 
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^he manner of ufing thife Notes^. 

WE will fuppofe a number of yourrg^ 
perfbns, more or lefs aflembled ^.nd^ 
feated in the meeting-veftry, the minifter's. 
houfe or fome convenient room borrowed 
or hired for the purpofe, at fix o'clock. 
We will fuppofe each to have in his pocket 
this lefture-boolt interleaved with, blank-pam- 
per ; a pencil fof the purp®fe of ^adding on 
the blank leaves additional thoughts, argu* 
merits, and references, to be made by the 
miniftejT; and Mr. Palmer's Catechifm for- 
the fake of ampler enlargements on topics*, 
only juft touched in thefe notes. 

We will fuppofe — that the minifter enters- 
precifely at the appointed time— that he 
fijently pay his refpefts to the company and; 
they to him ^—^ that he, then goes to a fmall^ 
dtlk at the upper end of the room — kneel- 
down with the company and beg in a fliort* 
prayer the bleffing of God on his endeavours ^ 
— and then ftand up and deliver hisJefturev; 
-—his auditors ftanding or "fitting as they 
think proper^ 

Far be it from me* to prefumevto diSate,^. 
or even to imagine that thefe rules are im* , 
portan% or the book itfelf neceffary to our 
miniflers. . I have only put down their own,-. 

thougljte.^. 
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fYioughts to fpare them th« trouble of doing 
fo, and tp dired and affift our young people^ 
tvho may be defirous of information on the 
mod minute articles of form a^s well as power 
of acquiring religious knowledge. I truft. 
thefe young catechumens will forgive my 
freedom. I only confider myfelf as an in- 
confiderable errand-goer in the church of 
God. 

To convey my meaning Icfs obfcurely, I 
have written the firft word of each new pe- 
riod in capital letter^; and, I fuppofe, the 
following example from the begining of the 
firft Lefture may ferve to (hew how a mi- 
nifier would form the (keleton into al)ody, 
or how a young man may do fo at home ia 
kis clofet for bis own private edificatioii. 



LECTURE h 

7he doQrine of free religious inquiry^ &c% 

Brethren, 

It was ajuft and beautiful idea, which 
the. royal pfalmift entertained of religion, 
vhen be called it enqmring to JthovaKstem-' 
fle^ Thus hefpeaksin the tw^nty-fievefitbi 

' ./ pfalmj^ 
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pfaltn, a prUm written in trouble^ and 
ftrongly expreffive of that felicity, which 
revealed religion affords to good men under 
the heavicft of all affli6lions, thofe I mean^ 
which concern the foul. Ignorance of God; 
frailty of nature ; limits of conli.ion; va* 
riery and fpAioufnefs of error; probabi- 
lity of annihilation or dellru6lion ; all thefe 
excite trofibles in the minds of thoughtful 
, men, and if they be miferable who can only 
conjcflnre concerning them, what , muft 
others be, who do not^ even afpi're at the 
fmall confolation of conjefturing ? 

DavFd implies two things in the expref-- 
fionjuft now mentioned. Firft, a right of 
inquiry in the people. The people of God, 
the Jewilh chuich, and before them the pa- 
triarchal church, always enjoyed this pri- 
vilege. Their religion confifted of articles 
to be beljeved, and injunftions to be per-^i. 
formed. Thefe were preached iiy Enoch, 
NoaH, Mpfes, and the prophets, that is to 
fay, tbey were propofed to the peo'ple firft 
with evidence for examination, and laft up- 
on conviftion for obfervation; for reli- 
gion, wKich God required of them, is a 
reafonable fervice, an exercifeof judgmerit 
and confcience and not a courfe of mere 
animal motion. I faid, the Jews enjoyed 
this privilege : but (IriQtly fpeaking it is a 

native 
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'native human tight^ that belongs tt) ajl man- 
Icind. Barbarian, Scythian, bond and free 
are all alike formed capable of making in* 
t^uifition, and all poffefs ftrong natural emo- 
tions, and powerful exterior inducements, 
impelling them to make it : but as this right 
^as not c^laimed by Tome pagans, and dif- 
aliowed by fome religions; and as it was 
both claimed, allowed, and gratified by peo^- 
ple under revealed fy-ftems, fo I ventured 
to call it a privilege. Indeed to inquire 
nvriere none can anfwer, although, it be a 
fiujnan right, is yet nothing more than a 
right to pain. Where fatisfafilion is attain-* 
able by inquiry, the excrcife of ic is privi* 
lege and pleafure. 

Revealed religian, (and this is the fecond 
thing implied,) itrvealed religion is fufficient 
to anfwer all reafonable inquiry* The tem- 
ple contained-thelaw, and the law contained 
anfwers even to inquifitive chiiurcn When 
your chtldrenjuy unto you, What nttan you by this 
Jtrvice ? that ye Jhali fay^ It is the lacrifice of the 
LorcFs paJfoveVy who pajpd ever the heujes of the 
children of Ijrarl in EgypU ^en hejmote the tgyp- 
Hans and deliver td our houjes.^ iLxod xii. ^^6. 

What fit queftion can be pr-^poled con- 
cerning religious triuh, which revelation 
does liOt anfwer ? Do we inquire, is theic 
« God ? <fcc. &c* 

This 
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This Ufufficient to convey our meaning. 
The fubjedb niciy be varied, enlarged, ab- 
bievi^ted, illultrated, proved a thouland 
different ways. It is one chief advantage 
of iuch ana>y{is as thefe, that each ideainay 
be clofhed etegantly, plainly, or coarfely^ 
according to the geinus of the leQurer and 
the conditions of the auditors. If the ideas 
be conveyed, the end is anfwered, be the 
Ayle whatever it noay. 
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